
DEVELOP INDIA
English Weekly Newspaper11111 http://www.developindiagroup.co.in/

DEVELOP INDIA English Weekly Newspaper
Allahabad; Sunday; Year 4, Vol. 1, Issue 202, 17-24 June, 2012

DEVELOP INDIA
English Weekly Newspaper

YEAR 4, VOL. 1, ISSUE 202, 17-24 JUNE, 2012 ALLAHABAD PAGE-8

PRICE-10/-http://www.developindiagroup.co.in/

Contents
n n n n n IKEA hits snag with India ventur 1

n n n n n Yahoo, Facebook reach patent

deal 1

n n n n n Yearly Current Events Part I 2

n n n n n Yasser Arafat May Have Been

Poisoned 5

n n n n n WESTERN GHATS ECOLOGY

EXPERT PANEL (WGEEP) REPORT5

n n n n n Joint Statement on India Pakistan

Foreign Secretaries level talks 5

n n n n n Wimbledon 2012 8

n n n n n History of Wimbledon 8

n n n n n THE ROYAL BOX 8

n n n n n Roger Federer : An Introduction 8

MAURITIUS HAS

EXCHANGED INFO WITH

INDIA IN 170 CASES
Mauritius said it has exchanged information related to over
170 cases with India over three years, and the two countries
have made big progress on the double taxation avoidance
treaty since 2006.Some of the information exchanged was
even outside the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA)
the two countries have with each other, Mauritius Foreign
Minister Arvin Boolell told reporters.He added, however, that
domestic legislations should not over-ride the treaty between
the two countries.”Domestic legislations should not over-ride
the taxation treaty between India and Mauritius,” Boolell
said.India-Mauritius tax treaty provides that capital gains
arising in India from investments in the country from the
island nation can only be taxed in Mauritius.As Mauritius does
not tax capital gains, investments that are routed through the
country escape this levy.A large quantum of foreign investments in India are routed through Mauritius to escape the
tax net, which has prompted the government to bring out the General Anti- Avoidance Rules (GAAR) to prevent
abuse of the tax treaty.”Mauritius has done everything to curb round-tripping,” Boolell said.During talks with
External Affairs Minister S M Krishna on Thursday, Boolell had also underlined the importance of Mauritius as a
springboard for investments by Indian entrepreneurs to Africa.Amid concerns about Mauritius being used as a route
for evasion of taxes, India on Thursday got an assurance from the country that it would have a re-look over various

aspects related to tax treaties, like DTAA. ”If there is room for improvement, we will constantly make room for

improvement, of course, in respect and in compliance with the best international practices,” Boolell had said, when
asked by the media about India’s demands for reworking DTAA.

World’s smallest ever fly
discovered in Thailand

Scientists have discovered what they say is the world’s smallest known fly
which feeds on tiny ants, probably decapitating them and using their  head
casings as its home. With a length of just 0.4 millimetres, the fly, called
Euryplatea nanaknihali, is five times smaller than a fruit fly and tinier than a
grain of salt, the researchers said.”It’s so small you can barely see it with the
naked eye on a microscope slide. It’s smaller than a flake of pepper,” said Brian
Brown, of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County, who identified
the fly as a new species.One specimen of the fly, a female, was discovered by
the Thailand Inventory Group for Entomological Research in Kaeng Krachan
National Park.It has smoky gray wings and has an egg-depositing organ that is
pointed to make it easy to lay eggs inside another insect, as a parasitic fly
would.While it’s not the smallest insect (that title belongs a species of fairy
wasp, coming in at 0.14 mm in length), it’s the world’s smallest fly ever found,
the researchers said. The fly comes from a group of 4,000 hump-backed flies
called phorid flies.One genus of the fly, Pseudacteon, is known for its anti-ant behaviours, which include decapitation. They
usually range from 0.04 inches to 0.12 inches in length, so they can only prey on larger ants.The flies lay their eggs in the
body of the ant; the eggs develop and migrate to the ant’s head where they feed on the huge muscles used to open and
close the ant’s mouthparts.They eventually devour the ant’s brain as well, causing it to wander aimlessly for two weeks.
The head then falls off after the fly larva dissolve the membrane that keeps it attached.The fly then takes up residence in
the decapitated ant head for another two weeks, before hatching out as a full-grown adult.In this case, researchers think
the fly parasitizes tiny acrobat ants, whose heads are about as large as the fly itself and grow to about four millimetres
long.They haven’t been able to see this in action, but think it’s likely in the newfound fly since the fly’s closest relative
decapitates ants in Equatorial Guinea.The new findings are published in the journal Annals of the Entomological Society of
America.

IKEA hits snag with India ventur
India has rebuffed a request byIKEA to relax rules on buying goods locally, a government source said on Friday, raising the
prospect of a delay in the world’s largest furniture makerentering the Indian retail market. IKEA, famous for its self-build
flatpacks and huge stores, said last month it would invest $1.5 billion euros and open 25 outlets, throwing a lifeline to the
government in India where economic growth has slowed sharply. But the Swedish company sought a 10-year window to
comply with rules that foreign retailers source 30 percent from local small and medium-sized firms, a requirement which
overseas companies say discourages investment.
IKEA is a privately held, international home products company that designs and sells ready-to-assemble furniture such as
beds, chairs, desks, appliances and home accessories. The company is the world’s largest furniture retailer. Founded in
1943 by 17-year-old Ingvar Kamprad in Sweden, the company is named as an acronym comprising the initials of the
founder’s name (Ingvar Kamprad), the farm where he grew up (Elmtaryd), and his hometown (Agunnaryd, in Småland,
South Sweden). The company is known for its modern architectural designs on various types of appliance and furniture,
often associated with a simplified eco-friendly interior design.

YAHOO, FACEBOOK REACH

PATENT DEAL
Yahoo and Facebook have reached a strategic deal as part of a final settlement of their patent infringement lawsuits,
according to US media. The agreement will include a major expansion of their ongoing partnership, including a joint adver-
tising sales effort, as well as cross-licensing of some key
patents between the two companies, Xinhua reported
citing technology news website AllThingsD’s report.
The boards of Facebook and Yahoo have approved the
deal and it will be announced later on Friday, said the
report, adding that no actual cash payment would change
hands over the patent dispute.
Yahoo filed a lawsuit against Facebook in March, claiming
that the social network company had infringed 10 of its
patents covering advertising, privacy, messaging and
social networking. Facebook filed a countersuit against
Yahoo in early April.
According to AllThingsD, the Yahoo board first agreed to
sue Facebook as former Chief Executive Officer Scott
Thompson promised a big financial payoff from the suit.
But they reached out for settlement with Facebook shortly
after Thompson stepped down over academic credentials
in May.

‘Leap second’ wreaks
Internet havoc

An adjustment of a mere second in the official global clock sent dozens of
websites crashing in an incident which was similar to the Y2K bug (year 2000
software problem) over a decade ago.The “leap second” was added to the

Coordinated Universal Time to
adjust clocks to the earth’s rotation
the night of 30th June, delaying for
one second the transition to
1st July.The extra second was too
much for some software to
handle.Reddit, a social news
network, said “We are having some
Java/Cassandra issues related to
the leap second.” Mozilla, the
organization behind the Firefox
browser, also had problems.”Java is
choking on leap second,” said

Mozilla engineer Eric Ziegenhorn, who noted that some services using the Java
software platform were malfunctioning.The outages came roughly at the same
time as a major US storm which knocked out power to an Amazon data storage
site which serves as cloud host for many websites, including Netflix.Some sites
such as the social network Foursquare said it was affected by the Amazon
outage.

Google unveils Nexus 7
tablet computer

Google on Wednesday unveiled its own branded Nexus 7 tablet computer de-
signed to challenge Apple’s iPad and be a window into its online shop for films,
books, movies and more.The seven-inch tablet powered by the latest generation
of Android software was made for Google by Taiwan-based Asus and weighs
about as much as a paperback book, according to Android team head Hugo
Barra.”We wanted to design a best-of Google experience optimized around the
content available at Google Play,” Barra said during a presentation opening the
Internet titan’s annual developers conference in San Francisco.Nexus tablets
were available for order in Australia, Canada, Britain, and the United States at
the Google Play store at a price of USD 199 and would begin shipping in mid-
July, Barra said.The tablets come with a USD 25 coupon for Google Play
content.Google also Introduced an Android-powered Nexus Q device for
wirelessly streaming films or music to televisions or speakers.

12 bird species categorised as
threatened in Goa region

Twelve species of birds in Western Ghat’s region of Goa have been categorised
as threatened by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
According to Parag Rangnekar, a senior member of Indian Bird Conservation
Network (IBCN) “Of these 12, two are critically endangered, six are vulnerable
and four are nearly threatened.”Bird species including white-backed Vulture,
long-billed Vulture, Malabar Pied Hornbill, Nilgiri Wood Pigeon and Great Pied
Hornbill are among those who may be facing extinction from forests around
Goa.The reasons, he said, are diverse.”In case of vultures it has been the veteri-
nary drug, diclofenac, which has been responsible but the major cause in most
cases is loss of habitat,” he said.Environmentalists say that protecting these bird
species has become a priority since loss of their habitat is a major cause of this
situation.”Specifically for vultures, banning diclofenac completely is the need.
Long-term approach is also of creating awareness and educating the masses
about the role birds play in our lives of pollination, seed-dispersal, control on
insect and vermin population, scavenging and others,” he said.While Union
Ministry of Environment and Forest (MoEF) has designed breeding centres for
vultures through Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS), there are no specific
programmes for any other threatened bird.IBCN, he said, has been in the pro-
cess to provide good habitat to few of the threatened species, while for some
which are migratory in habit, efforts have to be taken in their breeding sites.Goa
has 461 recorded species which also includes migratory birds and there are 10
species, which are endemic to the Western Ghats and not found anywhere else
in the world.

Mihir Shah, Ashis Mondal new

faces in reconstituted NAC
The National Advisory Council (NAC), chaired by Sonia Gandhi, has been recon-
stituted by the government to give it a new look by inducting fresh faces. Mihir
Shah, Member, Planning Commission, and Ashis Mondal, founder of the Bhopal-
based NGO, Action for Social Advancement, have
been inducted as members in the advisory panel
which provides policy inputs to the
government. The reconstitution of the NAC, which
focuses on social policy and rights of disadvan-
taged groups, became necessary as its term had
expired on May 31. A 14-member panel earlier,
the re-constituted NAC has 12 members, includ-
ing chairperson Gandhi. Noted agriculture scien-
tist M S Swaminathan, bureaucrat- turned-activist
Harsh Mander and academician Madhav Gadgil do not find a place in the re-
constituted panel. The notification for reconstitution of NAC was issued yesterday
and the term of panel will be till May 31, 2013. Members of the panel who have
been renominated are N C Saxena, Narendra Jadhav, Pramod Tandon, Aruna
Roy, A K Shiva Kumar, Deep Joshi, Anu Aga, Farah Naqvi and Mirai
Chatterjee. Jean Dreze, who was appointed member of the NAC in 2009, had
quit after the panel had sent its recommendations to the government on the Food
Security Bill. Ram Dayal Munda, a prominent tribal leader and NAC member
since 2009, passed away in September last year. A meeting of the NAC which
was scheduled today has been postponed to July 6. Currently, the NAC is delib-
erating on issues like watershed development, climate-smart agriculture and
improving sex ratio at birth.

Prof.
Syiemlieh
takes oath as
Member, UPSC
Prof. David R.Syiemlieh, former Vice
Chancellor, Rajiv Gandhi University,
Doikukh, Arunachal Pradesh has taken
oath as Member, UPSC today. Prof.
Syiemlieh had also served as Lecturer
at St. Edmund’s College, Shillong and
Department of History, NEHU and as a
Reader and then Professor of History,
NEHU. A person of eminence, Prof.
Syiemlieh held many important posi-
tions in various policy making, aca-
demic and administrative bodies. He
has authored and edited several books
and publications and had been
awarded Senior Fulbright Fellowship in
the year 1999.

11th Pravasi
Bharatiya
Divas to be
held in Cochin
The 11th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas

(PBD) will be held from 7 to 9 January,

2013 in Cochin. Shri Vayalar Ravi,

Minister of Overseas Indian Affairs said

that the Prime Minister will inaugurate

this annual flagship event of the Minis-

try on January 8, and the President of

India will deliver the valedictory ad-

dress on January 9 and also confer the

Pravasi Bhartiya Samman Awards. The

pre-conference seminars will also be

organized on 7 January.

The Minister said that the PBD has

become a significant forum to connect

the overseas Indians from all over the

world and the PBD-2013 will be focus-

ing on more connectivity with overseas

Indians. He further said that Kerala will

be the partner State of the 11th PBD,

which would provide the Diaspora an

opportunity to understand the vibrant

culture and potential of the State. The

Minister said that more than 2000

delegates are expected to participate

in PBD-2013 from all over the world.
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· The Size of the Nobel Prize Is Being
Reduced to Safeguard Long-Term
Capital : The size of the Nobel Prize is
being reduced by 20% in order to avoid an
undermining of its capital in a long-term
perspective. At its meeting on June 11,
2012, the Board of Directors of the Nobel
Foundation set the amount of the 2012
Nobel Prizes at SEK 8.0 million per prize,
at today’s exchange rate equivalent to
USD 1.1 million. This implies a lowering of
the prize sum by 20 per cent. The Nobel
Foundation regards this as a necessary
measure in order to avoid an undermining
of its capital in a long-term perspective.
One of the most important tasks of the
Nobel Foundation is to safeguard the
economic base of the Nobel Prize. The
capital left behind by Alfred Nobel must
therefore be managed in such a way that it
will be possible to award the Nobel Prize in
perpetuity, while guaranteeing the
independence of the prize-awarding
institutions.

· Rare Transit of Venus unfolds in
morning sky : A rare celestial spectacle,
Transit of Venus, the last for this century,
unfolded in the morning sky all across the
country on June 6, 2012, enthralling the
astro enthusiasts. Scientists and amateur
astronomers alike celebrated the arrival of
the Transit of Venus, peering up to the
skies to watch a dark black spot slide over
the surface of the Sun. The awesome
spectacle was visible all over the country,
including the national capital. The next
Venus transit will happen after 105.5 years
in 2117, making this a lifetime’s event,
says C B Devgun, Director, Science
Popularisation Association of
Communicators and Educators (SPACE).
From the Earth, this phenomenon is seen
when the Venus passes between the Sun
and the Earth. It occurs in intervals of 8,
121, 8 and 105 years, Devgun said. The
last Transit of Venus occurred on June 8,
2004 and was visible across India.

· 7th G20 Summit held in Los Cabos,
Mexico : The seventh G20 summit took
place on 18,19 June 2012.Mexico chaired
the summit.The summit took place in the
city of Los Cabos in Mexico. It is a twenty
member brigade, the  summit includes
countries, South Africa, Canada, India,
Mexico, United States, China, Japan,
South Korea, Russia, Turkey, Argentina,
Brazil, India, Indonesia, Saudi Arabia,
European Union, France, Germany, Italy,
United Kingdom, Australia.The objectives
and highlights of the summit is as follows :

THE G 20 DECLARATION

•    The leaders of the world’s largest
economies will help in boosting growth and
job creation to repair the wounded global
economy because of  the European
financial crisis.

•    The statement also included the
importance of easing the Spanish Crisis. 

•    The Summit declaration also included
investment in infrastructure in the
developing countries; this decision would
help in achieving global growth which was
hauled due to the falling state of the world
economy and the Eurozone crisis.

•    All the Euro members of the G 20 will
indulge in necessary policy measures to
not only safe guard the integrity, but also
stabilize the whole area. This would be
done only by breaking the feedback loop
between the sovereigns and the banks.

•    The summit has also recognized the
progress made by China in market-
determined exchanged rates.

•    The summit has singled out Saudi
Arabia, by bringing in a Saudi pledge to
keep the oil prices at bay and low. This is a
step to ensure global economic well being.

•    European Commission President Jose
Manuel Barroso and European Council
President Herman Van Rompuy asked
markets to focus on a European summit at
the end of the month. It would eventually
help the continent move deeper and help
the economic and political integration to
match its single currency.

•    The 14-page statement emphasized the
need for growth because this is the only
way they will solve the debt problem of the
Eurozone. 

•    The non-European members of the
G20 have sent a message to Europe that it
has to find a way that the Eurozone’s
finances can be supervised by a
triumvirate comprising the European
Central Bank, the IMF and the EU.

INDIA’S CONTRIBUTION

•    Owing to the debt loaded 17 nation
Euro zone, India on 19 June 2012
announced a $10 Billion contribution to the
already existing IMF’s $430 Billion
financial money.

•    The announcement was made by
Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister, India in
the Seventh Summit, G 20 , Mexico. 

•    The amount was contributed to the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) for the

Yearly Current Events Part I
bailout fund, that would help them ease off
a little burden from the debt scenario.

· Rio+20 Conference on Sustainable
Development concluded in Rio de
Janeiro : Rio+20 the United Nations

Conference on Sustainable

Development took place in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012.  The
conference marked the 20th anniversary of
the 1992 United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED),
in Rio de Janeiro, and the 10th anniversary
of the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable
Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg.
The conference also marked four decades
of the 1972 Stockholm Conference or the
UN Conference on Human Environment.

The global event on Sustainable
Development (UNCSD) was organized in
accordance with the United Nations
General Assembly Resolution 64/236 (A/
RES/64/236). The UN Under-Secretary-
General for Economic and Social Affairs,
Sha Zukang was appointed the UN
Secretary-General for the Rio+20
Conference.

Rio+20, saw Heads of 172 States and
Government marking their presence at the
conference. The summit provided global
leaders with a chance to develop a
collective framework to meet their poverty
eradication goals while not letting the
environment get destructed. The summit,
which came after the failure of number of
conferences such as Kyoto Summit,
Copenhagen Summit, widely focused on
the need of sustainable development and
green economy by addressing
environmental degradation and building a
bridge to the future.

Objective of the Conference

The basic objective of the Conference was
to secure renewed political commitment
for sustainable development, assess the
progress to date and the remaining gaps in
the implementation of the outcomes of the
major summits on sustainable
development, and address new and
emerging challenges.

Themes of the Conference

The themes for Rio+20 Conference were:

 (1) Green economy in the context of
sustainable development poverty
eradication 

 (2) Institutional framework for sustainable
development

Focus Area of conference

The conference focused on seven specific
areas which comprises decent jobs,

energy, sustainable cities, food security

and sustainable agriculture, water, oceans

and disaster readiness.

The United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) Report on Global
Food Security

The United Nations Environment
Programme released its food security
reportAvoiding Future Famines:

Strengthening the Ecological Basis of Food

Security through Sustainable Food

Systems during Rio+20 conference. The
report noted that food security must be at
the top of the priority list of country’s policy
if the world has to provide food to its seven
billion populations - a number expected to
cross nine billion mark by 2050.

· July 27 – August 12 – 2012 Summer
Olympics is scheduled to be held in
London.

· June 24 – Lonesome George, the last
known individual of the Pinta Island
Tortoise subspecies, dies at a Galapagos
National Park, thus making the subspecies
extinct.

· May 12 – The 2012 World Expo begins
in Yeosu, South Korea. It is scheduled to
end on August 12.

· May 2 – A pastel version of The
Scream, by Norwegian painter Edvard
Munch, sells for US$120 million in a New
York City auction, setting a new world
record for an auctioned work of art.

· April 26 – Former Liberian President
Charles Taylor is found guilty on 11 counts
of aiding and abetting war crimes and
crimes against humanity during the Sierra
Leone Civil War.

· April 13 – KwangmyOngsOng-3, a
North Korean Earth observation satellite,
explodes shortly after launch. The United
States and other countries had called the
impending launch a violation of United
Nations Security Council demands.The
launch was planned to mark the centenary
of the birth of Kim Il-sung, the founder of
the republic.

· April 12 – Mutinous soldiers in Guinea-
Bissau stage a coup d’état and take control
of the capital city, Bissau. They arrest
interim President Raimundo Pereira and
leading presidential candidate Carlos
Gomes Júnior in the midst of a presidential
election campaign.

· April 6 – The National Movement for
the Liberation of Azawad unilaterally
declares the independence of Azawad
from Mali.

· March 22 – The President of Mali,
Amadou Toumani Touré, is ousted in a
coup d’état after mutinous soldiers attack
government offices.

· March 13 – After 244 years since its
first publication, the Encyclopædia
Britannica discontinues its print edition.

· March 4 – A series of explosions are
reported at a munitions dump in
Brazzaville, the capital of the Republic of
the Congo, with at least 250 people dead.

· February 27 – Arab Spring: As a result
of ongoing protests, Yemeni President Ali
Abdullah Saleh is succeeded by Vice
President Abd Rabbuh Mansur Al-Hadi.

· February 21 – Greek government debt
crisis: Eurozone finance ministers reach an
agreement on a second, •130-billion
Greek bailout.

· February 19 – Iran suspends oil
exports to Britain and France following
sanctions put in place by the European
Union and the United States in January.

· February 15 – A fire at a prison in
Comayagua, Honduras kills 360.

· February 6 – The Diamond Jubilee of
Queen Elizabeth II marks the 60th
anniversary of her accession to the thrones
of the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia
and New Zealand, and the 60th
anniversary of her becoming Head of the
Commonwealth.

· January 23 – Iran–European Union
relations: The European Union adopts an
embargo against Iran in protest of that
nation’s continued effort to enrich uranium.

·  June 5–6 – The century’s second and
last solar transit of Venus occurs. The next
pair are predicted to occur in 2117 and
2125.

· August 20–28 – Arab Spring and the
Libyan civil war: In the Battle of Tripoli,
Libyan rebels take control of the nation’s
capital, effectively overthrowing the
government of Muammar Gaddafi.

· January 9–15 – Southern Sudan holds
a referendum on independence. The
Sudanese electorate votes in favour of
independence, paving the way for the
creation of the new state in July.

· February 22 - March 14 – Uncertainty
over Libyan oil output causes crude oil
prices to rise 20% over a two-week period
following the Arab Spring, causing the 2011
energy crisis.

· December 29 – Samoa and Tokelau
move from east to west of the International
Date Line, thereby skipping December 30,
in order to align their time zones better
with their main trading partners.

· December 16 – Tropical Storm Washi
causes 1,268 flash flood fatalities in the
Philippines with 85 people officially listed
as missing.

· December 15 – The United States
formally declares an end to the Iraq War.
While this ends the insurgency it begins
another.

· November 26 – The Mars Science
Laboratory rover Curiosity, the most
elaborate Martian exploration vehicle to
date, is launched from the Kennedy Space
Center. It is slated to land on Mars on
August 5, 2012.

· October 27 – After an emergency
meeting in Brussels, the European Union
announced an agreement to tackle the
European sovereign debt crisis which
includes a writedown of 50% of Greek
bonds, a recapitalisation of European
banks and an increase of the bailout fund
of the European Financial Stability Facility
totaling to •1 trillion.

· October 18 – Israel and the Palestinian
militant organization Hamas begin a major
prisoner swap, in which the captured Israeli
Army soldier Gilad Shalit is released by
Hamas in exchange for 1,027 Palestinian
and Israeli-Arab prisoners held in Israel,
including 280 prisoners serving life
sentences for planning and perpetrating
terror attacks.

· September 19 – With 434 dead, the
United Nations launches a $357 million
appeal for victims of the 2011 Sindh floods
in Pakistan.

· September 17 – Occupy Wall Street
protests begin in the United States. This
develops into the Occupy movement which
spreads to 82 countries by October.

· September 12 – Approximately 100
people die after a petrol pipeline explodes
in Nairobi.

· September 10 – Zanzibar ferry sinking:
The MV Spice Islander I, carrying at least
800 people, sinks off the coast of Zanzibar,
killing 240 people.

· September 5 – India and Bangladesh
sign a pact to end their 40-year border
demarcation dispute.

· July 21 – Space Shuttle Atlantis lands
successfully at Kennedy Space Center
after completing STS-135, concluding
NASA’s space shuttle program.

· July 9 – South Sudan secedes from
Sudan, per the result of the independence
referendum held in January.

· July 7 – The world’s first artificial organ
transplant is achieved, using an artificial
windpipe coated with stem cells.

· In Thailand over 12.8 million people
are affected by severe flooding. The World
Bank estimates damages at 1,440 billion
baht (US$45 billion). Some areas are still
six feet under water, and many factory
areas remained closed at the end of the
year. 815 people are killed, with 58 of the
country’s 77 provinces affected.

· March 11 – A 9.1-magnitude
earthquake and subsequent tsunami hit the
east of Japan, killing 15,840 and leaving
another 3,926 missing. Tsunami warnings
are issued in 50 countries and territories.
Emergencies are declared at four nuclear
power plants affected by the quake.

· October 23 – A magnitude 7.2 Mw
earthquakes jolted eastern Turkey near the
city of Van, killing 604 people, and
damaging about 2,200 buildings.

· June 12 – Arab Spring: Thousands of
Syrians flee to Turkey as Syrian troops lay
siege to Jisr ash-Shugur.

· June 5 – Arab Spring: Yemeni
President Ali Abdullah Saleh travels to
Saudi Arabia for treatment of an injury
sustained during an attack on the
presidential palace. Protesters celebrate
his transfer of power to his Vice-President
Abd al-Rab Mansur al-Hadi.

· June 4 – Chile’s Puyehue volcano
erupts, causing air traffic cancellations
across South America, New Zealand,
Australia and forcing over 3,000 people to
evacuate.

· May 26 – Former Bosnian Serb Army
commander Ratko Mladiæ, wanted for
genocide, war crimes and crimes against
humanity, is arrested in Serbia.

· May 16 – The European Union agree
to •78 billion rescue deal for Portugal. The
bailout loan will be equally split between
the European Financial Stabilisation
Mechanism, the European Financial
Stability Facility, and the International
Monetary Fund.

· May 1 – U.S. President Barack Obama
announces that Osama bin Laden, the
founder and leader of the militant group Al-
Qaeda, has been killed during an
American military operation in Pakistan.

· April 29 – An estimated two billion
people watch the wedding of Prince
William, Duke of Cambridge and Catherine
Middleton at Westminster Abbey in
London.

· April 11 – Former Ivorian President
Laurent Gbagbo is arrested in his home in
Abidjan by supporters of elected President
Alassane Ouattara with support from
French forces thereby ending the 2010–
2011 Ivorian crisis and civil war.

· March 19 – Arab Spring and the Libyan
civil war: In light of continuing attacks on
Libyan rebels by forces in support of
leader Muammar Gaddafi, military
intervention authorized under UNSCR
1973 begins as French fighter jets make
reconnaissance flights over Libya.

· March 17 – Arab Spring and the 2011
Libyan civil war: The United Nations
Security Council votes 10-0 to create a no-
fly zone over Libya in response to
allegations of government aggression
against civilians.

· March 15 – Arab Spring: Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa, King of Bahrain declares a
three-month state of emergency as troops
from the Gulf Co-operation Council are
sent to quell the civil unrest.

· February 11 – Arab Spring: Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak resigns after
widespread protests calling for his
departure, leaving control of Egypt in the
hands of the military until a general
election can be held.

· January 14 – Arab Spring: The
Tunisian government falls after a month of
increasingly violent protests; President
Zine El Abidine Ben Ali flees to Saudi
Arabia after 23 years in power.

· January 11 – Flooding and mudslides
in the Brazilian state of Rio de Janeiro kills
903.

· January 4 – Tunisian street vendor
Mohamed Bouazizi dies after setting
himself on fire a month earlier, sparking
anti-government protests in Tunisia and
later other Arab nations. These protests
become known collectively as the Arab
Spring.

· January 1 – Estonia officially adopts
the euro currency and becomes the
seventeenth eurozone country.

· July 22 – 77 people are killed in twin
terrorist attacks in Norway after a bombing
in the Regjeringskvartalet government
center in Oslo and a shooting at a political
youth camp on the island of Utøya.

· January 24 – 37 people are killed and
more than 180 others wounded in a
bombing at Domodedovo International
Airport in Moscow, Russia.

· Goran Had•iæ is detained in Serbia,
becoming the last of 161 people indicted
by the International Criminal Tribunal for
the former Yugoslavia.

· The United Nations declares a famine
in southern Somalia, the first in over thirty
years.

· Arab Spring: Because of the
uncertaintities associated with a clamp-
down of the free press, there are believed
to be at least 121 people killed in a Syrian
Army tank raid on the town of Hama and
over 150 people are reportedly killed
across the country. The total dead
throughout Syria may never be known, but
an estimate as of September 24 is 3,000.

· NASA announces that its Mars
Reconnaissance Orbiter has captured
photographic evidence of possible liquid
water on Mars during warm seasons.

· Juno, the first solar-powered
spacecraft on a mission to Jupiter, is
launched from Cape Canaveral Air Force
Station.

· 2011 Mogadishu bombing: 100 people
are killed in a car bombing in the Somali
capital Mogadishu.

· The death toll from the flooding of
Cambodia’s Mekong River and attendant
flash floods reaches 207.

· Arab Spring and the Libyan civil war:
Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi is killed
in Sirte, with National Transitional Council
forces taking control of the city, and ending
the war.

· Basque separatist militant organisation
ETA declares an end to its 43-year
campaign of political violence, which has
killed over 800 people since 1968.

· Date selected by the UN as the
symbolic date when global population
reaches seven billion.

· UNESCO admitted Palestine as a
member, following a vote in which 107
member states supported and 14 opposed.

· UNEP released its Global Food
Security Report Avoiding Future Famines
: The United Nations Environment
Programme released its food security
reportAvoiding Future Famines:

Strengthening the Ecological Basis of Food

Security through Sustainable Food

Systems during Rio+20 Summit on
sustainable development in Rio de Janeirio, 
Brazil on 20 June 2012 . The report noted
that food security must be at the top of the
priority list of country’s policy if the world has
to provide food to its seven billion population
- a number expected to cross nine billion
mark by 2050. The report, based on a study
conducted by a team of researchers from
Swedish Institute of Food & Biotechnology
and the Food and Agriculture Organisation,
pointed out that an astounding 1.3 billion tons
of food is wasted every year. A staggering
220 million tons of food is wasted every year
in North America and Europe alone, the
report figured out.

The UNEP report seeks to draw the attention
of global community on key environmental
aspects, which are largely being ignored by
economic activities like overfishing,
unsustainable water use and other human
activities. The report also kicks off a debate
with respect to the Green Economy and
sought for a food security mechanism which
does not undermine the crucial ecosystem
services.

The report, which has been written by a team
of eleven scientists and experts, covered
several areas of expertise including food
consumption patterns, agricultural
production, marine fisheries and inland
fisheries. International organizations
including the International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD), the Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the
World Bank, the World Food Programme
(WFP) and the World Resources Institute
(WRI), also made their contribution in the
first of its kind study, which links global food
security to ecological system.

· Raja Parvez Ashraf appointed the
17th Prime Minister of Pakistan : Raja
Parvez Ashraf, the senior Pakistan
People’s Party leader, was appointed the
17th Prime Minister of Pakistan on 22 June
2012. In a poll held in the Pakistan’s
National Assembly to elect new Prime
Minister, Raja received 211 votes of the
total 342 votes while the Opposition PML
(N) candidate, Sardar Mehtab Abbasi,
bagged only 89 votes. Pakistan President
Asif Ali Zardari administered oath to the

new Prime Ministerat in a special oath
taking ceremony held at the Presidency at
Islamabad in Pakistan. Ashraf was elected
as the Prime Minister following the
Supreme Court’s verdict to debar Yousaf
Raza Gilani from his office on 19 June
2012 in a contempt of court case. Born on
26 December 1950, in Sanghar town in
Sindh province, Ashraf completed his
higher education from Sindh University in
Pakistan in 1970. A successful real estate
businessman Ashraf is considered as a key
PPP leader in the Rawalpindi region. He
was twice elected to the National Assembly
of Pakistan from Gujar Khan constituency
of Rawalpindi District. Before being
elected as the Prime Minister of the
country, he served as the federal minister
for water and power, and information and
technology in the cabinet headed by
former prime minister Yousuf Raza Gilani.

· Som Mittal remained as Nasscom
President till early 2014 : Som Mittal
remained Nasscom (National Association
of Software and Service Companies)
President as per the announcement of IT
trade association executive council on 25
June 2012. The agreement was extended
till early 2014. He was assigned as
Nasscom President in January 2008. The
appointment was extended because IT
exports expected to grow at a lower rate of
11-14 percent in 2012 as compared to
2011. But the expansion was 17 per
cent.Nasscom (National Association of
Software and Service Companies) was
founded in 1988. It is the 1200 member
trade association, of which over 250 are
global companies from the US, UK, EU,
Japan and China. Nasscom represents
India’s 100 billion dollar IT services
industry.

· Shekhar Basu appointed as the
Director of Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre : Shekhar Basu was appointed as
the Director of Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre (BARC) on 19 June 2012. Basu,
who earlier served as the Chief Executive
of Nuclear Recycle Board of the Bhabha
Atomic Research Centre (BARC), Trombay
succeeded Ratan Kumar Sinha on the top
position. Sinha was appointed as the
Chairman of the Atomic Energy
Commission on 30 April 2012. 59-year-old
Basu, an engineering graduate from
Victoria Jubilee Technical Institute (VJTI),
joined BARC Training School in 1974.
During his 38-year service at BARC, Basu
served in various capacities including the
Chief Executive of Nuclear Recycle Board.
Basu was the Project Director of the
Plutonium Recycling Project at
Kalpakkam, which built India’s first
indigenous Pressurised Water Reactor
(PWR) which is powered by enriched
uranium.

· Thingalaya marked an Indian
Record at Athletics National
Championship : Indian Athlete Siddhanth
Thingalaya marked an Indian Record on
18 June 2012 at Belgium Athletics National
Championship in Brussels. He marked the
record in 110 metre hurdles with a timing
of 13.65 seconds. At Beligum, when he
approached the ninth hurdle on 18 June
2012 he felt pain in the hamstring. The
pain placed him behind the Adrien Deghelt
of Belgium with a timing of 13.64 seconds.
He was disqualified for the Olympic 2012,
as the Olympic qualification mark of 13.60
seconds and Siddhanth took 13.65
seconds to finish the championship.  He
was disqualified for Olympics 2012
qualification by five hundredth second.
After 1964, he was the first Indian hurdler
to compete in Olympics Games. Siddhanth
Thingalaya is 21 years old athlete from
Mumbai. He improved his own national
record of 13.77 seconds marked at Kolkata
meet in September 2011.

· IUCN released Red List of
Threatened Species for Year 2012 :
International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) on 19 June 2012 released
its latest update of the Red List of
Threatened Species. The report showed
that of the 63837 species assessed, 19817
are threatened with extinction, including 41
per cent of amphibians, 33 per cent of reef
building corals, 25 per cent of mammals,
13 per cent of birds, and 30 per cent of
conifers. From India the IUCN listed 132
species of plants and animals as Critically
Endangered, the most threatened
category. With as many as 60 different
species assessed as Critically Endangered
and 141 species as Endangered, plants
appeared to be the most threatened life
form.

18 species of amphibians, 14 fishes, 10
mammals and 15 varitites of birds were
assessed as critically endangered While,
310 species were included in the list of
Endangered species. The list of
endangered species includes 69 fishes, 38
mammals and 32 amphibians. Two plant
species namely Euphorbia mayuranthanii
of Kerala were listed in the extinct in the
wild category, while a leaf frog species and
six plants were reported to be extinct.

On a global basis the IUCN classified 3947
as Critically Endangered, 81 as Extinct, 63
as Extinct in the Wild. In the lower risk
categories, there were 5766 species in
Endangered, 10104 in Vulnerable and
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4467 in Near Threatened categories.
Scientific data regarding 10497 species
was not available and hence classified as
Data Deficient.

What is International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN)?

The International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) is the world’s oldest and
largest global environmental organization.
Founded in 1948, today it is the largest
professional global conservation network
of the world. As of now the organization
has more than 1200 member organizations
including 200+ government and 900+ non-
government organizations. The IUCN Red
List is a critical indicator of the health of
the world’s biodiversity. Headquartered in
Gland near Geneva in Switzerland, IUCN’s
vision is “a just world that values and
conserves nature.” 

What is IUCN Red List?

Founded in 1969, IUCN Red List is the
most comprehensive, objective global
approach for evaluating the conservation
status of plant and animal species. The
goal of the IUCN Red List is to provide
information and analyses on the status,
trends and threats to species in order to
inform and catalyse action for biodiversity
conservation.

· Mahendra Singh Dhoni Appointed
as a Brand Ambassador of Nepal
Cricket Association : Indian Criket
Captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni was
appointed as a brand ambassador of Nepal
Cricket Association, Nepal on 17 June
2012.The announcement was made by
Posta Bahadur Bogati, Minister for Tourism
and Civil Aviation of Nepal.

· Nik Wallenda Successfully crossed
Niagara Falls on a Tightrope : American
Stuntman Nik Wallenda became the first
person to walk across Niagara Falls on a
tightrope on 15 June 2012. Wallenda took
more than 25 minutes to complete his
1800-feet long precarious journey. No
person in the past 100 years has
accomplished this daredevilry act.
Wallenda started the walk from the U.S.
side of the falls and finished it to the
Canadian side. Born at Florida in US on 24
January 1979 Wallenda describes himself
as an aerialist, high wire artist, acrobat and
daredevil. The six-time Guinness World
Record holder Wallenda has to his credit
the world record for the longest distance
and greatest height ever travelled by
bicycle on a high wire, the record which he
created during a stunt in New Jersey in
year 2008. Stunts of any sort were legally
prohibited on Niagara Falls for more than
100 years. Nik Wallenda had to wrangled
with the US and Canadian authorities for
two years to get the permission to perform
the daredevil task.  On 23 September
2011, New York Governor Andrew Cuomo
signed a bill giving Nik Wallenda final
permission to cross Niagra Falls on a
tightrope.

Where is Niagra Falls?

The waterfalls of Niagra falls are located
on the Niagra river which connect two of
the five great lakes. Lake Erie and Lake
Ontario. Collectively the waterfalls called
the Niagra falls. The falls consist of three
different waterfalls, the American falls, the
Bridal Veil Falls in America and the
Canadian Horseshoe falls in Canada. The
Niagra falls marks the international border
between USA and Canada.

· Sheryl Sandberg First Female and
Eighth Member on Facebook‘s Board :
Chief operating officer Sheryl Sandberg is
the first female and eighth member on the
Facebook Board of Directors announced
by Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg on 26
June 2012. The promotion praised by The
California State Teachers’ Retirement
System which holds 36922 shares of
Facebook. It is the second- largest pension
fund in US. She had taken part in the
growth at Facebook. She maintained the
revenue 3.7 billion dollar in 2011, but not
able to validate its 70 billion dollar
valuation in public markets. She was
involved in the recent Facebook’s IPO
(initial public offering). She also helped to
build the company in online ad business.
Including Sandberg, Facebook board has
Seven men. They include Facebook CEO
Zuckerberg, W Breyer (venture capitalists
James), Marc Andreessen and Peter Thiel
(Washington Post Co chairman), Donald E
Graham, Reed Hastings (Netfix CEO) and
Erskine Bowles (a former White House
chief of staff and the University of North
Carolina president emeritus). Sandberg
joined Facebook as a Chief Operating
Officer after Google Inc. in 2008. She is
ranked no. 12 on the Fortune Most
Powerful Women list. She was also named
in 25 Most Influential People on the Web
by Business Week.

· China launched its Fourth Human
Spaceflight Shenzhou-9 into Space :
China on 16 June 2012 launched its fourth
human spaceflight Shenzhou-9 from the
Jiuquan satellite launch centre in north-
western Gansu state. The 30.3 feet long
and 9.1 feet diameter, Shenzhou -9
spacecraft will conduct the first manned
docking mission and set the foundation for
Chinese plans to build a space station by
2020. Shenzhou-9 is expected to take at
least 20 days to complete its space
mission. In the course of the mission the

crew will accomplish automated docking
procedure followed by scientific
experiments, technical tests and physical
exercises conducted in the space lab. The
crew will conduct manual docking with the
Tiangong-1 or heavenly palace space
laboratory module, which has been orbiting
the earth since 29 September 2011.

· World Chess Champion
Viswanathan Anand roped as Brand
Ambassador of TVH : World Chess
Champion Viswanathan Anand as brand
ambassador for all its new projects for
promoting its project across the World.
TVH will be the first South Indian company
to be associated with Anand.  Previously,
Anand was connected with NIIT from last
13 years. TVS has number of projects for
Chennai and Coimbatore which was
expanding Viswanathan presence in the
south. The new project of TVH Quadrant
was launched on 25 June 2012 by
Ravichandran, chairman of TVH. Quadrant
is 600 crore rupees super premium 18-
storied project at Advar. It consists of 100
units with 2.2 acres. The project would
likely to be completed in 3 years.The
project has the separate sports facilities for
chess and other games. The company is
also planning to take chess to schools and
organise annual tournaments.Viswanathan
Anand is the current World Chess
Champion. He was awarded by Padma
Vibhushan in 2007. He also awarded by
Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award in 1991-
92. He was the first player in chess history
who won the World Championship in three
different formats: knockout, tournament
and match.

· Israeli Scientist Daniel Hillel won
World Food Prize 2012 : Daniel Hillel won
World Food Prize 2012 on 13 June 2012.
He is a scientist from Israel. The work and
motivation of Daniel Hillel built the bridge
between the divisions and to promote
peace and understanding in the Middle
East by advancing a breakthrough
achievement. His work is relevant for
agriculture-dominated economies. He
applied the method of micro-irrigation,
which maximizes the efficiency of water
usage in agriculture.

· World Wildlife Fund released its
Report on Global Environment : The
World Wildlife Fund (WWF) in its report
Living Planet Report 2012 released on 15
May 2012 noted that Biodiversity has
decreased by an average of 28 percent
globally since 1970 and the world would
have to be 50 percent bigger to have
enough land and forests to provide for
current levels of consumption and carbon
emissions. The report further added that
unless the world addresses the problem,
by 2030 even two planet Earths would not
be enough to sustain human activity. The
WWF also urged the global community to
take the issue of environmental
degradation seriously. A summit on the
global environment is to be held in the
Brazilian city Rio De Janerio from 20 to 22
June 2012. The summit is expected to
draw more than 50000 participants from
different nations. Politicians in the summit
will be under tremendous pressure from
environmentalists to agree goals for
sustainable development, in the spirit of
the Rio Earth Summit that spawned the
Kyoto Protocol 20 years ago.

· Rahul Khullar appointed as the New
Chairman of the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India : The Union
Government of India appointed Commerce
Secretary Rahul Khullar as the new
chairman of the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) for a three-year
term on 13 May 2012. Khullar, a 1975
batch IAS officer of Delhi cadre, replaced
J S Sarma, whose tenure ended on 14
May 2012. The tenure of Khullar, who was
due to retire in April next year, will be till
May, 2015. As the chief of Trai, Khullar will
have a larger responsibility on his
shoulder. At a time when the telecom
regulator is facing the ire of telecom
operators given its recommendations on
spectrum auction, Khullar with the help of
his wide ranging experience will be
expected to bridge the gap between the
Trai and widely divided telecom industry.
As Commerce Secretary, Khullar has to his
credit the trade normalisation between
India and Pakistan. He successfully
implemented the measures to help exports
cross 300-billion dollar mark in 2011-12.
Khullar also represented India’s stance at
WTO and various other multilateral pacts
effectively.

· E-Challan and Receipt (ECR) facility
launched by Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO) : Union
minister of labour and employment
Mallikarjun Kharge inaugurated the E-
Challan and Receipt (ECR) facility on 1
May 2012 to bring transparency and
accessibility for employers in depositing
monthly Employees’ Provident Fund or
EPF contributions of their workers.
Employers under the ECR service would
have to register their organisations online
and generate challans for making monthly
deposits. They can use these challan for
either electronically or physically
depositing the Provident Fund or PF
contributions to the bank. After the bank
confirms the deposit, the concerned
regional office’s system would be
automatically notified and individual
members’ accounts would get updated.
The claim settlement process would

become much easier as under the new
initiative, employee details will be added
and updated electronically. Also the need
of annual accounts preparation at the end
of the year can be done away with under
this system.

· Krishna Poonia created New
National Record, claimed Silver at
Altius Track Crew Throwdown Meet :
India’s leading discus thrower Krishna
Poonia on 7 May 2012 created a new
national record by winning the silver medal
at the Altius Track Crew Throwdown meet
in Maui Island, Hawaii. Krishna hurled the
discus to 64.76 meters and broke the
existing national record of Seema Antil
who had hurled 64.64 meters.

· Miss India World Vinya Mishra
awarded with Kalpana Chawla
Excellence Award : Yesteryear actress
Sushma Seth and Miss India World Vinya
Mishra were awarded with Kalpana Chawla
excellence award on 6 May 2012 at
Mavlankar Auditorium, New Delhi. The
other awardees included Padmabhushan
kuchipudi and bharatnatyam dancer
Swapnasundari, IPS Officer Shalini Singh,
who had won the police medal for
meritorious service in 2012 and jewellery
designer Puneeta Trikha. The award
instituted by PECOBA (Punjab Engineering
College Chandigarh Old Boys Association
was conferred by late astronaut’s father
Banarsi Lal Chawla Chawla. The awards
are being given every year in the memory
of Kalpana, who died in Space Shuttle
Columbia disaster on 1 February 2003.

· NASA’s Nuclear Spectroscopic
Telescope Array launched to explore
Black Holes : National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA) on 13 May
2012 launched Nuclear Spectroscopic
Telescope Array (NuSTAR) on a Pegasus
rocket.  The jet was launched from
Kwajalein Atoll in the Marshall Islands.
NuSTAR will help scientists find the most
subtle and energetic black holes, which will
enable them to understand the structure of
the universe. The project aims to study
energetic phenomena such as clusters of
galaxies, black holes and the explosions of
massive stars. It will also study the Sun’s
atmosphere for hints on how it is heated.
The NuSTAR will work in coordination with
other telescopes in space, including
NASA’s Chandra X-ray Observatory, which
observes lower-energy X-rays. The project
will open a new avenue on the universe
and will provide complementary data to
NASA’s larger missions including Fermi,
Chandra, Hubble and Spitzer. The total
budget of the project is estimated to be
180 million dollar, including the cost of
development, the launch vehicle and two
years of in-orbit operations. The entire
project including the telescope and
Pegasus launcher was developed by
Orbital Sciences Corp.

What is Black Hole?

A black hole is a place in space where
gravity pulls so much that even light
cannot get out. The gravity is so strong
because matter has been squeezed into a
tiny space. This can happen when a star is
dying.

· Indian Scientist got US Patent for
Cancer Treatment : In a pioneering
innovation, the nanotechnology scientist,
Rao Papineni and his colleagues invented
a cancer treatment system in which a
nano-particle carries the payload of anti-
cancer drug and releases it only in the
cancerous cell, thus protecting healthy
cells around. The newly invented system
got patented in the USA on 19 June 2012.
The title of the patent is ‘High Capacity
Non-Viral Vectors.’ The non-viral vectors
are nano-particles. The nano-particles will
allow the drug particle to target the
diseased site with pinpoint precision. The
nano-particles will allow the drug to be
released inside the diseased cell. They will
enhance the function of the drug. The
nano-particles will carry the drug precisely
with minimal collateral damage to healthy
tissue. Papineni, along with his fellow
researchers applied for the patent in 2009.
Papineni is presently the chief scientist
and senior principal investigator in medical
applications of nanotechnology at
Carestream Health, Inc USA.

· India declared itself Free from Bird
Flu, H5N1 : India became free from bird
flu, H5N1. The government made a
declaration to this effect on 4 January
2012.  The states were advised to have
strict surveillance, especially in the
vulnerable areas bordering the infected
countries and in areas visited by migratory
birds.

What is H5N1

Influenza A virus subtype H5N1 is also
known as bird flu , A(H5N1) or simply
H5N1, is a subtype of the influenza A virus
.It can cause illness in humans and many
other animal species.

· 59th National Film Awards : The best
feature film award was shared by Marathi
film Deool and Kannada movie Byari,
while the best direction award went to
Gurvinder Singh for his Punjabi film Anhe
Ghorey Da Daan, which also won the best
cinematography title. Hindi film I Am was
named the best Hindi film of the year.
Chillar Party was adjudged the best
children’s film, and it also received the
honour for best original screenplay writer.

Marathi actor Girish Kulkarni claimed the
best actor trophy for his role as a good-
hearted simpleton in Deool. Bollywood
actress Vidya Balan got the best female
actor award for her role in Dirty
Picture.The best supporting actor and
actress awards were given to Appu Kutty
for Tamil film Azhagarsamiyin Kuthirai and
Leishangthem Tonthoingambi Devi for
Manipuri film Phijigee Mani, respectively.

Anand Bhate, won the best playback
singer (male) title for Balgandharva, and
Roopa Ganguly, won the same award in
the female category for the Bengali film
Abosheyshey. Bollywood lyricist Amitabh
Bhattacharya received the best lyricist
trophy. For the song Agar Zindgi from the
movie I Am. Composer Neel Dutt won the
best songs award for Bengali rock musical
Ranjana Ami Ar Ashbo Na. Mayookh
Bhaumik bagged the background score
honor for Bengali film Laptop.

RA.One bagged the award for best special
effects and the best choreography was
given to Bosco-Caeser for Senorita from
Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara. The best
costume designer award was shared by
Niharika Khan for The Dirty Picture and
Neeta Lulla for Marathi film Balgandharva.
The best child artist was received jointly by
Partho Gupte for Stanley Ka Dabba and by
the gang of 10 kids for Chillar Party.

Vikram Gaekwad won the best make-up
artist for his work in The Dirty Picture as
well as in Bal Gandharva.All three awards
in the best audiography category were
picked by Hindi films. The best location
sound recordist title went to Beylon
Fonseca for Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara.
Game was given the honours in the sound
designer and re-recordist of the final mixed
track categories.

Kumararaja Thiagarajan won the Indira
Gandhi Award for best debut film of a
director for Aaranyakandam while the
award for the best popular film providing
wholesome entertainment went to Tamil
film Azhagarsamiyin Kuthirai.Acclaimed
filmmaker Girish Kasaravalli picked his
12th National Film Award at the event for
Kurmavatara, adjudged the best Kannada
film.

Traditionally, the national awards are given
out by the President. But in the absence of
president the vice president presented the
awards.

· Mubarak Sentenced to Life in Prison
(June 2): Former President of
Egypt, Hosni Mubarak, is sentenced to life
in prison for being an accomplice in the
killing of unarmed protestors during the
January 2011 demonstrations. The Judge
dismisses corruption charges against
Mubarak because the statute of limitations
has run out. Lower level officials are
acquitted. Angry over the verdict,
thousands of demonstrators hit the streets
in Cairo and other cities. Egypt’s military-
led government announces it will appeal
the verdict.

· India approved Acquisition of
French advanced Missile Systems :
India on 4 January 2012 approved 6600
crore rupees acquisition of 490 French
advanced missile systems to arm the
Mirage-2000 fighter jets.  The Cabinet
Committee on Security cleared the
contract for the fire and forgets MICA with
French armament company MBDA. MICA
are interception and aerial combat
missiles. The MICA systems will be fitted
on IAF’s 51 Mirage-2000s. French
company Dassault Aviation will help in the
upgradation of IAF’s 51 Mirage-2000s. The
Mirage upgrade project will cost around
20000 crore rupees. The project will be
completed in 10 years.

In fact, India plans to induct stealth FGFA
(Fifth Generation Fighter Aircraft) from
2020 onwards with cooperation from
Russia. This defence project is considered
to be the biggest-ever defence project and
it will cost approximately 35 billion US
dollars.

· Russian Tennis Player Maria
Yuryevna Sharapova won French Open
2012 : Maria Yuryevna Sharapova won
French Open 2012 on 9 June 2012. She
defeated Saria Erani from Italy by 6-3 and
6-2. Sharapova is a Russian Lawn Tennis
Player.  She won French open for the first
time in her career.

· Rafael Nadal beat Novak Djokovic to
claim his Seventh French Open Singles
Title : Spaniard Rafael Nadal on 11 June
2012 defeated Serbian Novak Djokovic to
clinch French Open Singles Title 2012.
Second seeded Nadal beat top seed
Djokovic in a final clash which lasted four
sets. With this victory the Spaniard also
surpassed the Legend Bjorn Borg’s 6
French Open title feat. Earlier Nadal had
defeated Daid Ferrer in the Semi Finals to
make to the finals of the tournament;
While Djokovic had overwhelmed Swiss
Roger Federer.

· Sania Mirza and Mahesh Bhupathi
won Mixed Doubles Title of the French
Open : Sania Mirza and Mahesh Bhupathi
on 7 June 2012 won their second Grand
Slam title together and first French Open
trophy after beating Santiago Gonzalez of
Mexico and Klaudia Jans Ignacik of Poland
in the mixed doubles final, in Paris.
Playing their third Grand Slam final
together, the seventh seeded Indian pair

scored a 7-6, 6-1 win over the Polish-
Mexican pair in one hour and 13 minutes
at the Court Philippe Chatrier.

· Shanghai Cooperation Organization
Summit 2012 concluded in Beijing : The
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
2012 concluded in Beijing on 7 June 2012,
with member states agreeing to further
cooperation in a variety of fields. Chinese
President Hu Jin Tao, Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Kazakh President
Nursultan Nazarbayev, Kyrgyz President
Almazbek Atambayev, Tajik President
Emomali Rahmon and Uzbek President
Islam Karimov, Turkmenistan President
Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov and
Afghan President Hamid Karzai wer
among the top leaders who attended the
summit. Leaders and officials from the four
SCO observer countries of Mongolia, Iran,
Pakistan and India were also present at the
summit. Leaders across the participating
nations held a broader discussion over the
issues like Afghanistan crisis and the
Iranian nuclear programme. The member
states of the SCO adopted 10 agreements
on the concluding day of the summit. The
agreement includes the Declaration on
Building a Region with Lasting Peace and
Common Prosperity, the Strategic Plan for
the Medium-Term Development of the
SCO, and the SCO Regulations on
Political and Diplomatic Measures and
Mechanism of Response to Events
Jeopardizing Regional Peace, Security and
Stability. The SCO also decided to grant
Afghanistan observer status and accept
Turkey as a dialogue partner. Chinese
President Hu Jintao offered a 10 billion
U.S. dollars loan to the SCO which will be
used be used to promote the development
of SCO members. The SCO, an
intergovernmental mutual security
organization, was founded in Shanghai on
15 June 2001. The group has six full time
members at present namely China,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan
and Uzbekistan.

The Central Asian nation Kyrgyzstan
will host the 2013 summit of SCO.

· Scientists Successfully sequenced the
Genomes of Tomato : Scientists at the
Tomato Genome Consortium (TGC)
successfully sequenced the genomes of
tomato. It will increase the vegetable’s
production worldwide and decrease its
price. It took seven years for the scientists
to crack the genome. Indian scientists
were also the part of the research. National
Research Centre on Plant Biotechnology,
National Institute of Plant Genome
Research, The University of Delhi (South
Campus) and the Indian Agriculture
Research Institute under the auspices of
the Indian Initiative on Tomato Genome
Sequencing participated in the TGC. At
present, Indian scientists are trying to
develop tomatoes that can remain fresh
for 15-30 days in normal weather
conditions.The sequences provide a
detailed overview of the tomato genome,
revealing the orientation, order, types and
relative positions of their 35000 genes.
The sequences will help scientists decode
the relationships between tomato genes
and traits. It will also increase their
understanding of genetic and
environmental factors that play an
important role to determine a field crop’s
health and viability.

· Pakistan successfully test-fired
Nuclear Capable Hatf 9 Missile :
Pakistan on 29 May 2012 successfully test-
fired a short-range Hatf 9 (Nasr) missile.
The missile which has a range of 60
kilometers is capable of carrying nuclear
warheads. The missile test can be seen as
a major development in Pakistan’s
deterrence capability at all levels of the

threat spectrum. It was Pakistan’s third
ballistic missile test since April 2012, after
India successfully test-fired the inter-
continental Agni 5 missile. Pakistan, on 25
April 2012 had tested an improved version
of the nuclear-capable Hatf-IV with a range
of 1000 km while the nuclear-capable Hatf-
III, with a range of 290 km, was tested on
10 May 2012.

· India Successfully test-fired Akash
missile from Odisha : India successfully
test-fired the indigenously built Akash
missile from the DRDO’s (Defence
Research Development Organisation)
Interim Test Range (ITR), at Chandipur in
Balasore district of north Odisha on 24
May 2012. The surface-to-air missile was
launched from the launch pad number
three of the premier missile testing centre
at 11:9 hours. 5.7 meter long and 720 kg in
weight, anti-aircraft missile can hit its
target locating at a distance of 25 to 30
kms. The missile is capable of carrying
both conventional as well as nuclear
warheads up to 60 kg. It can also track and
shot down several targets in one go with
the help of Rajendra, a sophisticated radar,
built by the DRDO.The missile has been
developed by the DRDO under the
ambitious Integrated Guided Missile
Development Programme (IGMDP). It has
already been inducted into the Indian
armed forces following several successful
trials.

· Union Government of India Unveiled
the New Policy to Deal with Naxalism :
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh unveiled
the new policy which aims at dealing with
Naxalism through a five year integrated
plan while addressing the concluding
session of the day long national workshop
on development strategies in naxal
affected districts in New Delhi on 13
September 2011. This programme is
aimed at bridging the development deficit
in the extremely backward areas that are
affected left wing extremism. Lack of
development often leads to alienation
among the inhabitants of these areas.
Establishing governance in the naxal-
affected districts is the greatest challenge
India faces. Left Wing Extremism poses a
greater threat to the country than terrorism
or insurgency. The Government is
contemplating to bring 20 more naxal
affected districts under the Integrated
Action Plan. A specialised battalion is
being raised to ensure security and
development in these districts.

· World Environment Day 2012
observed across the World : The world
community observed the World
Environment Day (WED) on 5 June 2012.
The World Environment Day is observed
every year on 5 June to raise public
awareness on the issues related to global
environment. The World Environment Day
activities keep going on throughout the
year, but culminate on 5 June every year.
Theme for the World Environment Day
2012 is: Green Economy: Does it include
you? The host for World Environment Day
2012 was the Federative Republic of
Brazil. Theme for the World Environment
Day 2011 was Forests-Nature At Your
Service and India was the global host for
the year’s events.

· Sachin Tendulkar was presented the
Wisden India Outstanding Achievement
Award : India’s Batting great Sachin
Tendulkar was conferred upon the Wisden
India Outstanding Achievement award for
completing a century of 100 international
hundreds, in Dubai on 11 June 2012. The
legendary batsman was presented a trophy
at an event organised by FidelisWorld. The
trophy was made from crystal, it resembles
a cricket ball resting on the open pages of
a book.
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· The New Version of MGNREGA
included more than 25 Agriculture and
Allied Activities : More than 25
agriculture and allied activities were
included in the new version of Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act, MGNREGA, which will be
implemented from 1 April 2012. The new
version of MGNREGA will lead to better
farm output. After receiving a report on
revised Operational Guidelines for
MGNREGA. The new version of act was
prepared after receiving a report on
revised Operational Guidelines for
MGNREGA. It will also respond to
demands of the states for location specific
flexibility in permissible works as valuable
suggestions from the states are
incorporated in the guidelines.  The Report
was prepared by a committee headed by
Planning Commission Member Mihir Shah.

· India Signed Three Agreements with
the World Bank for Cleaning the Ganga
River : India signed three agreements with
the World Bank for cleaning the Ganga
River on 14 June 2011. Besides this, the
agreement also held for strengthening
Rural Livelihoods and Biodiversity
Conservation of India. The World Bank
agreed to provide one billion US Dollars
(approximately Rs 4,600 crore) for the
Ganga river cleaning project. It also
agreed for a credit worth approximately 24
million dollars for the two projects, i.e.
strengthening Rural Livelihoods and
Biodiversity Conservation of India. The
agreements for the Biodiversity
Conservation and Rural Livelihood
Improvement Project were signed by Mr.
Venu Rajamony, Joint Secretary,
Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry
of Finance, on behalf of the Government
of India, and Mr. Roberto Zagha, World
Bank Country Director in India in presence
of Mr Jairam Ramesh, Minister
Environment and Forests, Government of
India. The Ganga faces great challenges
from expanding population, urbanization
and industrial growth. To stop the flow of
untreated municipal sewage and industrial
effluent into the Ganga river by 2020 is the
objective of Ganga project.

· Tamae Watanabe became World’s
Oldest Women to climb the Mount
Everest : 73-year-old Tamae Watanabe
bettered her own record of being the
world’s oldest women to climb the Mount
Everest the world’s highest mountain peak.
The Japanese woman scaled Everest’s
8850-meter-high (29035-foot-high) peak
from the northern side of the mountain in
Tibet on 19 May 2012 with four other team
members. Watanabe was 63 when she had
created the record of being the world’s
oldest woman to have climbed Everest.
She had retained the title until she topped
herself a decade later.

· Francois Hollande defeated
Nicholas Sarkozy to become 24th
French President : The Socialist Party
leader Francois Hollande defeated the
Union for a Popular Movement leader and
incumbent president Nicholas Sarkozy to
become the 24th French President in the
final presidential elections held on 6 May
2012. Hollande the leader of France’s
largest left wing party is the second
socialist president of second largest
European economy. The Socialist Party
first won power in 1981, when its candidate
François Mitterrand was elected President
of France in the 1981 presidential election.
Under Mitterrand, the party achieved a
governing majority in the National
Assembly from 1981 to 1986 and again
from 1988 to 1993. Born on 12 August
1954 Hollande started his political career
as a student leader and fought students’
presidential election in 1974 but was
defeated. Hollande  joined the Socialist
Party in 1979. He later held the position of
the First Secretary of the French Socialist
Party from 1997 to 2008. Hollande also
served as a Deputy of the National
Assembly of France for Corrèze’s 1st
Constituency since 1997, the seat he
earlier represented from 1988 to 1993.
From 2001 to 2008, he served as the
Mayor of Tulle and since 2008 he acted as
the President of the Corrèze General
Council.

· Mohammed Morsi won 2012
Presidential Election of Egypt :
Mohammed Morsi won 2012 Presidential
Election of Egypt on 24 June 2012. He was
the candidate from Muslim
Brotherhood(Freedom and Justice Party).
Mohammed Morsi defeated Ahmed Shafiq
by 3.4% of votes. Mohammed Morsi got
51.7 per cent of votes whereas, Ahmed
Shafiq got 48.3 per cent of votes. The
victory of Mohammed Morsi is set to
vibrate West Asia and North Africa, where
Libya is heading for elections in next
month and the moderate Islamists are
exemplifying Turkey’s Justice and
Development Party. Mohammed Morsi is
60 years old.  He is a trained American
engineer and former lawmaker. He is the
first Islamist elected as the head of an
Arab state. He became the fifth president
of Egypt and the first president from
outside the military.

· Union Government of India notified
NCTC (National Counter Terrorism
Centre) : The Union Government of India
on 3 February 2012 notified the setting up
of the anti-terror body called National
Counter Terrorism Centre (NCTC). NCTC
will have the power to carry out operations
including arrest, search and seizure. It will
draw its functional power of search and

seizures under the provisions of the UAPA
(Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. It will
work as an integral part of Intelligence
bureau. The notification mandates the
terror-fighting agencies to share their
inputs with NCTC and it also appoints the
director and his core team. Director of
NCTC will have full functional autonomy
and he will have the power to seek
information on terror from National
Investigation Agency, NATGRID,
intelligence units of CBI, National
Technical Research Organisation and
directorate of revenue intelligence in
addition to all seven central armed police
forces including NSG. He will report to the
IB chief and the home ministry. The
notification was issued under the Article 73
of the Constitution of India.

Article 73 in The Constitution Of India
1949

73. Extent of executive power of the Union

(1) Subject to the provisions of this
Constitution, the executive power of the
Union shall extend

(a) to the matters with respect to which
Parliament has power to make laws; and

(b) to the exercise of such rights, authority
and jurisdiction as are exercisable by the
government of India by virtue of any treaty
on agreement: Provided that the executive
power referred to in sub clause (a) shall
not, save as expressly provided in this
constitution or in any law made by
Parliament, extend in any State to matters
with respect in which the Legislature of the
State has also power to make laws

(2) Until otherwise provided by Parliament,
a State and any officer or authority of a
State may, notwithstanding anything in this
article, continue to exercise in matters with
respect to which Parliament has power to
make laws for that State such executive
power or functions as the State or officer or
authority thereof could exercise
immediately before the commencement of
this Constitution Council of Ministers

· Laura Dekker became the Youngest
Sailor to Complete a Solo
Circumnavigation of the World : Dutch
teeager Laura Dekker on 21 January 2012
became the youngest sailor to complete a
solo circumnavigation of the world. The
16-year-old Dekker completed her solo
round-the-world journey when she sailed
into harbour on the Caribbean island of St
Martin, which is shared by Netherlands and
France.  Dekker, who left the island on
20January 2011 surpassed the previous
record by eight months. Dekker turns 17
on 20 September 20 and she had to
complete her journey before September 16
to beat the record for the youngest sailor to
make an unassisted world tour. Dekker had
to fight the Dutch courts, who at first
blocked plans when she was just 14. The
court ordered her placed in the care of
welfare officers on the grounds that she
was too young to guarantee her safety at
sea. She had then run away to St Martin,
and police had to escort her back.

· United Nations Declares Civil War in
Syria (June 8): United Nation monitors
find evidence of mass atrocity in the small
village of Qubeir. The monitors post
footage online, providing the first visual
evidence from a neutral source of the
crimes occurring in Syria. (June 9): Troops
clash with rebel fighters in Dara’a. At least
17 people are killed, including women and
children. (June 10): At least 38 people are
killed in Homs as government forces
attempt to regain control of rebel-held
areas. (June 12): After being attacked and
fired on by a mob, the United Nation
monitors leave their fact-finding mission in
Syria. A United Nations official declares
that Syria is in a state of civil war. U.S.
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton accuses Russia of giving the
Syrian government attack helicopters to
use against the rebels. (June 23): Syria
confirms that its military forces shot down
a Turkish military jet the day before.
President Abdullah Gul of Turkey responds
by saying that his country will do “whatever
is necessary” in retaliation. The incident
increases tension between the two
countries. Turkey already supports the
Syrian rebels’ attempt to overthrow the
government.

· Maria Sharapova and Rafael Nadal
Win French Open (June 11): Maria
Sharapova, the 25-year-old tennis
superstar, wins her first French Open
women’s championship. She beat first time
finalist, Sara Errani, 6-3, 6-2. With the win,
Sharapova achieves a career Grand Slam,
winning all four majors in her still young
career. She becomes only the tenth
woman to complete the career grand slam,
joining such elite company as Steffi
Graf, Margaret Court, Martina
Navratilova, Chris Evert, and Serena
Williams. By reaching the final, Sharapova
also recaptures the number one world
ranking. The win and return to the number
one ranking are seen as an improbable,
but gutsy comeback after Sharapova
suffered a career-threatening shoulder
injury in 2007. Rafael Nadal, of Spain,
beat Novak Djokovic 6-4, 6-3, 2-6, 7-5 to
take the men’s crown for a record seventh
time. In doing so, Nadal breaks the record
held by Bjorn Borg for most French Open
men’s singles championships.

· A New Government Forms in Greece
(June 17): The Center-right New

Democracy party prevails in Greece’s
parliamentary elections, winning 29.7
percent of the vote. The far-left Syriza
party, which strongly opposed the terms of
the EU bailout, takes 26.9 percent, and
Pasok, the Greek Socialist party, places
well behind with 12.3 percent. (June
20): New Democracy quickly forms a
coalition with Pasok and the Democratic
Left, and Antonis Samaras, the leader of
New Democracy, is sworn in as prime
minister. Samaras, who has been cool to
the austerity measures and has advocated
a course of growth rather than cuts, says
he plans to renegotiate some of the terms
of the country’s bail-out packages.

· Morsi Declared President of Egypt
(June 24): Election regulators declare the
Muslim Brotherhood Candidate Mohamed
Morsi the winner of Egypt’s first
competitive presidential election. Morsi
becomes the country’s fifth president and
first from outside the military. Morsi, who
won with 51.7 percent of the vote, is also
the first Islamist elected leader of an Arab
state.

· Protests Intensify in Syria (Jan.
1): An 88-member Arab Parliament calls
for the immediate withdrawal of Arab
League monitors in Syria because the
government continues to crackdown on
opponents, despite the monitors being in
the country. (Jan. 6): A bomb explodes in
Damascus, killing 25 people and injuring
dozens more. It is the second attack in the
capital in the last two weeks. (Jan.
11): President Bashar al-Assad appears in
public for the first time since the uprising
began, thanking the crowd for supporting
him. Meanwhile, a French journalist is
killed during an attack at a pro-government
rally in Homs.

· 10th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas : The
10th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas was held in
the pink city of Jaipur, Rajasthan. The
event is held annually between 7th to 9th
January to commemorate the return of
Mahatma Gandhi to India from South
Africa to join the Indian Freedom Struggle.
The annual event provides a platform to
the 28 million overseas citizens to connect
with their motherland and the root of their
culture and tradition. Investment is only a
bi product of such an event. What is the
importance of PBD in general for India?
Why we need PBD? Mention the vision
behind this. Analyse the highlights of this
year PBD. How it adds up to that
vision?This year saw the participation of
1800 citizens from 50 different countries.
The theme of the event was Global Indian
– Inclusive Growth and the chief guest of
this year was Indian-origin Prime Minister
of Trinidad and Tobago Kamla Persad
Bissessar. The event was inaugurated by
Prime Minister Dr Monmohan Singh and
the President addressed the valedictory
session. It was attended by over 10 Union
Ministers and more than 10 Chief Ministers
of various states.

· European Union Agrees to Impose
Oil Embargo on Iran (Jan. 4): The
countries within the European Union agree
to impose an embargo on Iranian
oil. France stresses the importance for
sanctions and an embargo as a way to
get Iran to halt uranium enrichment and
end its nuclear weapon efforts. Any new
sanctions and embargo will come in stages
and a final decision by the European Union
will not be made until the end of the
month. Since December 2011, Iran has
responded to talk of new sanctions from
Europe and the U.S. by threatening to
close the Strait of Hormuz, test-firing new
missiles, announcing its first nuclear-fuel
rod, and warning a U.S. aircraft carrier not
to return to the Persian Gulf.

Iran Blames U.S. and Israel for Death of
Nuclear Scientist (Jan. 11): A bomber on
a motorcycle kills nuclear scientist Mostafa
Ahmadi Roshan in Tehran during the
morning commute, according to Iranian
media. It is the fourth attack on an Iranian
nuclear specialist in two years.
Immediately following the attack, Iran
accuses the United States and Israel. The
White House responds by denying any
responsibility and condemning the attack.

Azarenka, Djokovic Win Australian
Open (Jan. 28–29): Victoria Azarenka
from Belarus defeats Maria
Sharapova of Russia, 6–3, 6–0, to win the
Australian Open Women’s Singles
Championship. Serbia’s Novak
Djokovic beats Rafael Nadal of Spain, 5-7,
6-4, 6-2, 6-7, 7-5, to take the Men’s
Singles Championship. Djokovic and
Nadal’s five set match lasts 5 hours and 53
minutes, setting a new record for the
longest grand slam singles final in the
Open Era.

Riot at Soccer Match Causes Turmoil in
Egypt (Feb. 1): At least 73 people are
killed in a fight between fans of rival teams
at a soccer match in Port Said, Egypt.
Security at the gates is questioned as fans
used knives, clubs, and other weapons in
the brawl. (Feb. 2): Thousands protest
against authorities in Cairo and other cities
over the deaths caused by the soccer
match riot. (Feb. 3): Four protestors are
killed and over 600 injured due to
stampeding crowds and tear gas. On a bus
in the Sinai Peninsula, Bedouin gunmen
take two American tourists and an
Egyptian tour guide hostage. After several
hours, the hostages are released to the
Egyptian police. (Feb. 4): The third night in
a row of street fighting in Cairo between

the police and protestors leads to the
death of 12 people. Questions about the
legitimacy of the military-led government
intensify as they are unable to stop the
fighting. (Feb. 5): The military-led
government announces it will put 19
Americans as well as 24 others on trial in a
criminal investigation involving the foreign
financing of nonprofit groups. The
investigation could impact American aid to
Egypt. (Feb. 9): The Muslim Brotherhood
demands that the current prime minister
and cabinet resign and be replaced with a
new coalition government formed by
parliament.

Russia and China Prevent U.N. Action
in Syria (Feb. 4): Russia and China veto
an effort by the United Nations Security
Council to end the violence in Syria. The
veto happens just hours after the Syrian
military launch an assault on the city of
Homs. The Security Council votes 13 to 2
for a resolution backing an Arab League
peace plan for Syria. China and Russia
vote against the resolution, seeing it as a
violation of Syria’s sovereignty. So far,
Syria’s 11-month uprising has caused more
than 5,000 casualties.

Protests Turn Violent over Austerity
Measures in Greece (Feb.
12): Demonstrations in Athens turn violent
the day before Parliament is set to
approve Greece’s new austerity measures.
At least 80,000 people protest.
Demonstrators throw rocks at the police.
By nightfall, protestors use Molotov
cocktails. More than 40 buildings are set
on fire. (Feb. 13): The Greek Parliament
votes and approves the harsh, new
austerity measures. The measures are the
only way foreign lenders will loan Greece
the money it needs to keep the country
from defaulting on its debt.

A Series of Attacks Increase Tension
between Israel and Iran (Feb. 13): Israeli
Embassy personnel are the targets of
bombers in the capitals of Georgia and
India. The wife of an Israeli diplomat and a
driver are injured. The attacks are similar
to those recently used on Iranian nuclear
scientists, attacks Iran has blamed
on Israel. (Feb. 14): A residential
neighborhood in Bangkok is the site of a
series of explosions. Several people are
wounded. Thai authorities arrest two men
with Iranian passports and find bombs in a
rented house. Israel says the attacks are
not significant enough to warrant a
counterattack. (Feb. 15): Reacting to
international sanctions against its nuclear
program, Iran warns six European
countries that it might cut them off from
Iranian oil. The threat is made to the
ambassadors of Italy, Spain, France, the
Netherlands, Greece and Portugal at the
Foreign Ministry in Tehran. Meanwhile,
Iran announces advances to its nuclear
program on state television. Iran says the
nuclear program is for civilian use. Israel
believes Iran’s goal is to build nuclear
weapons and has called on other nations,
including the U.S., to help prevent Iran
from doing so.

Report Exposes Assassination Plot
against Putin (Feb. 26): Russian
television reports that an assassination plot
against Vladimir Putin has been stopped.
The report says that Russian and
Ukrainian intelligence worked together and
arrested two men after an apartment
explosion in Odessa, the third largest city
in Ukraine. A third would-be assassin is
killed in the explosion. The report also
says that the three men were sent by
Chechen terrorist leader, Doku Umarov.
The report is released one week before the
presidential election on March 4. Putin is
expected to win the election, despite his
fading popularity and the recent protests.
Also on February 26, thousands of
demonstrators protest in downtown
Moscow. The activists hold hands and
wear white ribbons to express their
frustration with Putin.

· Putin Wins Presidential Election in
Russia (Mar. 4): Vladimir Putin wins the
presidential election in Russia, claiming
64% of the vote. (Mar. 5): Observers from
the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe challenge the
election, saying Putin won because he had
no competition and government spending
at his disposal. The United States and the
European Union call for an investigation
into fraud allegations. Meanwhile,
thousands of demonstrators in Moscow hit
the streets, chanting, “Russia without
Putin.” A similar demonstration happens in
St. Petersburg. When protestors refuse to
leave, police arrest them. In Moscow, 250
people are arrested. In St. Petersburg, 300
demonstrators are detained.

· Netanyahu Travels to the U.S. for

Crucial Meeting with Obama (Mar.

5): Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu travels to Washington to

discuss Iran with President Obama. During

the meeting, Obama encourages

Netanyahu to give diplomacy and the

European Union’s oil sanctions a chance

before taking military action. The two

leaders fail to agree on a solution in

dealing with Iran’s nuclear threat; however,

they do agree to attempt to diffuse the

heated debate about Iran in

the U.S. and Israel. A White House official

describes the meeting as “friendly,

straightforward, and serious.”

· U.S. Soldier Kills 16 Afghan
Civilians (Mar. 10): A U.S. soldier goes on
a door-to-door rampage, brutally killing 17
Afghan civilians, including nine children.
The events immediately spark nationwide
anti-U.S. protests in Afghanistan. U.S.
officials fear a resurgence of the Taliban-
and renewed support of the Taliban by
Afghan citizens. The attack threatens to
derail talks between the Karzai
government, members of the Taliban, and
U.S. officials that had recently
begun. (Mar. 15): The Taliban announces
they are suspending peace talks with the
U.S. and the Karzai government.
Meanwhile, President Karzai demands that
the U.S. limit its troops to major bases by
2013. (Mar. 23): The U.S. military
announces that Army Staff Sgt. Robert
Bales has been charged with 17 counts of
premeditated murder. Bales is the soldier
accused of killing the 16 Afghan civilians.

· Man Kills Four at Jewish School in
France (Mar. 19): Mohammed Merah, a
French man of Algerian descent, shoots
and kills a rabbi, two of his children, and
another child at a Jewish school in
Toulouse, France. Police believe Merah
had earlier shot and killed three
paratroopers. Merah claims to be a
member of Al Qaeda and says he is
seeking revenge for the killing of
Palestinian children. (Mar. 22): After a 30-
hour standoff, Merah is killed during a
shootout with the French police in an
apartment building in Toulouse.

· Assad Agrees to Cease-Fire (Mar.
21): The UN Security Council issues a
presidential statement backing a plan
outlined by former UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan that largely mirrors the
proposal brokered in Nov. 2011 by the
Arab League. The plan calls on the Syrian
government to stop killing civilians,
engage in talks with the opposition,
withdraw forces from the streets, and begin
a transition to a democratic, political
system. Russia and China, which had
previously vetoed resolutions
condemning Bashar al-Assad, endorses
the document. Assad accepts the
statement and agrees to a cease-fire. He
later says he will withdraw troops from
cities by April 10. Many observers are
skeptical, however, that he will make good
on his promises. The UN estimates that
about 9,000 people have been killed in the
fighting up to this point in Syria.

· Aung San Suu Kyi Wins Seat in
Myanmar Parliament (April
1): In Myanmar’s 2012 elections, Aung
San Suu Kyi, who in October 2010 was
released after spending nearly 20 years
under house arrest, wins a seat in the
parliament. Overall, the opposition
dominates the parliamentary election. The
National League of Democracy prevails in
43 out of 45 districts that held races,
including the capital, Naypyidaw. It is a
stunning victory for the opposition-and an
equally symbolic defeat for the military.
Observers speculate that the opposition’s
victory will either prompt military rulers to
respond to the will of the people and enact
change or view the victory as a threat to its
power.

· North Korea Prepares to Launch
Missile despite International
Disapproval (April 11): North
Korea prepares to launch a ballistic
missile, insisting that the launch is only for
the purpose of sending a satellite into
orbit. However, the missile launch is seen
by the international community as a
violation of United Nations Security
Council resolutions, which insist that North
Korea does not use ballistic missile
technology. The launch also comes just
weeks after North Korea signed an accord
with the United States to limit its nuclear
activities. (Apr. 12): The country attempts
to launch the rocket carrying a satellite into
orbit, but the rocket blows up seconds after
the launch. The failure is an
embarrassment to Kim Jong-un, who had
days earlier been elevated to the position
as leader of the national defense
commission-the nation’s most powerful
government agency. The launch coincides
with the celebration of the 100th birthday
of North Korea’s founder and Kim Jong-
un’s grandfather, Kim Il-sung. In response
to the attempt, the U.S. suspends 240,000
tons of food aid to North Korea.

· Uncertain Cease-Fire Begins in
Syria (April 12): A United Nations backed
cease-fire begins in Syria. No attacks by
government forces are reported. (Apr.
13): Thousands of Syrians protest across
the country. The demonstrations are seen
as a test for the day-old cease-fire. (Apr.
18): While United Nations representatives

attempt to reach an agreement with the

Syria on how to monitor the cease-fire,

government forces attack the city of

Homs. (Apr. 19): Secretary General of the

United Nations, Ban Ki-moon, writes in a

letter to the Security Council that Syria has

not implemented all the steps of the

cease-fire.

· Blind Dissident Seeks Refuge at

American Embassy (April 22): Chen

Guangcheng, a blind lawyer and one

of China’s most well-known dissidents,

escapes from his rural home where he had

been under house arrest since 2010. Chen

goes to the American Embassy in Beijing

where he asks U.S. officials for help.

· President Obama and Karzai Sign
Agreement (May 1): On the first
anniversary of the killing of Osama bin
Laden, President Obama makes a surprise
visit to Afghanistan. During his visit,
Obama signs an agreement with President
Karzai that promises the U.S. will
provide Afghanistan development
assistance for 10 years after troops
withdraw in 2013. From Afghanistan,
Obama gives a speech, addressing
Americans directly, saying, “The goal that I
set, to defeat Al Qaeda and deny it the
chance to rebuild, is now within our reach.
We have a clear path to fulfill our mission
in Afghanistan.”

· Blind Dissident Sparks Diplomatic
Crisis (May 2): Chinese dissident Chen
Guangcheng leaves the U.S embassy to
receive medical treatment at a hospital in
Beijing for an injured foot. The Chinese
government agrees to relocate him away
from Shandong Province, his hometown,
where Chen’s family had been attacked.
The government also promises that Chen
will be allowed to pursue his law studies at
a university. Chen’s friends question the
validity of the government’s promises. At
the hospital, Chen admits he left the U.S.
embassy in part because the Chinese
government officials threatened his wife’s
life if he remained there and, despite
previous reports, he desires to leave
to China. (May 4): Chen requests help
from Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton, who is in China for meetings on
economic and security issues. Chen
revises his request, asking if he and his
family can go to the U.S. temporarily
instead of receiving permanent asylum.
Clinton and the Obama administration
work quickly to negotiate with Chinese
officials to avoid any increase in tension
between the two governments. During her
visit, Clinton says that progress is being
made “to help him have the future that he
wants.” (May 5): China agrees to allow
Chen to apply to study at a university in
the United States, a move which is quickly
praised by Clinton. (May 19): Chen arrives
in New York City after leaving Beijing with
his wife and two children. He speaks at a
press conference where he says he is
grateful to the American Embassy. He also
thanks Chinese officials for “dealing with
the situation with restraint and calm.” Chen
will attend New York University.

· François Hollande Becomes
President of France (May 6): François
Hollande defeats Nicolas Sarkozy to
become President of France. With the
victory, Hollande becomes the first
Socialist president since François
Mitterrand’s term ended in 1995.
Hollande’s victory is seen as a sign that
France has grown weary of Germany’s
dominance with the economic austerity
policy in the euro zone.

· Putin Becomes President of Russia
for the Third Time (May 6): The day
before Vladimir Putin’s third inauguration
as Russia’s president, demonstrations turn
violent with 20,000 antigovernment
demonstrators battling police near the
Kremlin. The fighting includes smoke
bombs, bottles, and sticks. (May 7): While
Putin officially takes office, the protests
continue and police arrest 120 people. The
violence is a dramatic shift because even
though antigovernment protests have been
going on for months, the demonstrations
had been peaceful until now. Dressed in
riot gear, police search cafes and
restaurants for protesters. The
demonstrators taken into police custody
are sent to military draft offices.

· Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu
Calls for Early Elections (May 6): During
a speech, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu calls for early elections
in Israel. In his speech, Netanyahu vows to
“form the broadest government that is
possible.” The official reason for early
elections is the upcoming expiration of the
Tal Law, which exempts ultra-Orthodox
Jews from Israeli Army service. However,
some election analysts believe that
Netanyahu wants to act swiftly while his
Likud Party is polling strongly. (May
8): Two days after the call for early
elections, Netanyahu forms a unity
government with Shaul Mofaz, the newly
elected chief of Kadima, the opposition
party. The new coalition gives Netanyahu a
very large legislative majority. It also ends
the need for early elections. Mofaz is
made deputy prime minister under the
terms of the agreement. Some see the
new coalition as a way for Netanyahu to
gain even more political power. More than
1,000 people march in Tel Aviv to protest
the alliance. Among the demonstrators is
former Kadima chief, Tzipi Livni. The new
coalition is one of the largest in Israel’s
history. Netanyahu promises that the
coalition will rewrite the Tal Law, pass a
budget, revise the electoral process and
move forward on the peace process.

· Attack in Syria Kills Dozens of
Children (May 26): Thirty-two children
under age ten are killed when the Syrian
government attacks the village of Houla.
The United Nations blames the deaths on
government tanks and artillery, saying
many of the victims were executed in their
homes. President Assad, however, claims
terrorists carried out the attack. Eleven
nations, including the U.S., expel Syrian
diplomats, and the UN Security Council
unanimously criticizes the “outrageous use
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YASSER ARAFAT MAY HAVE
BEEN POISONED

WESTERN GHATS

ECOLOGY EXPERT

PANEL (WGEEP) REPORT
Western Ghats constitute a practically unbroken hill chain (with the excep-
tion of the Palakkad Gap) or escarpment running roughly in a north-south
direction, for about 1500 km parallel to the Arabian sea coast, from the river
Tapi (about 210 16’N) down to just short of Kanyakumari (about 8019’ N) at
the tip of the Indian peninsula; a hill chain that is extremely rich in
biodiversity and crucial for the security of water resources of Peninsular
India.
In view of the environmental sensitivity and ecological significance of the
Western Ghats region and the complex interstate nature of its geography,
as well as possible impacts of climate change on this region, the Ministry of
Environment & Forests Government of India has constituted, by an order
dated # March 2010, a Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP).
The Panel has been asked to perform the following functions:
(i) To assess the current status of ecology of the Western Ghats region.
(ii) To demarcate areas within the Western Ghats Region which need to
be notified as ecologically sensitive and to recommend for notification of
such areas as ecologically sensitive zones under the Environment (Protec-
tion) Act, 1986.  In doing so, the Panel shall review the existing reports such
as the Mohan Ram Committee Report, Hon’ble Supreme Court’s decisions,
recommendations of the National Board for Wildlife and consult all con-
cerned State Governments.
(iii) To make recommendations for the conservation, protection and
rejuvenation of the Western Ghats Region following a comprehensive
consultation process involving people and Governments of all the con-
cerned States.
(iv) To suggest measures for effective implementation of the notifica-
tions issued by the Government of India in the Ministry of Environment and
Forests declaring specific areas in the Western Ghats Region as eco-
sensitive zones under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.
(v) To recommend the modalities for the establishment of Western
Ghats Ecology Authority under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986
which will be a professional body to manage the ecology of the region and
to ensure its sustainable development with the support of all concerned
states.
(vi) To deal with any other relevant environment and ecological issues
pertaining to Western Ghats Region, including those which may be referred
to it by the Central Government in the Ministry of Environment and Forests.

Joint Statement on India Pakistan

Foreign Secretaries level talks
During the second-round of the resumed dialogue process, the Foreign
Secretaries of India and Pakistan met in New Delhi on July 4-5, 2012 for
bilateral talks on Peace and Security including CBMs, Jammu & Kashmir
and Promotion of Friendly Exchanges. The talks were held in a frank and
constructive atmosphere. Both sides reiterated their desire to carry forward
the dialogue process in a purposeful and result-oriented manner. The issue
of Peace and Security, including CBMs, was discussed in a comprehensive
manner. Both sides emphasized the need to promote greater trust and
mutual understanding through constructive dialogue. The Foreign Secretar-
ies reviewed the ongoing implementation of the already adopted Nuclear
and Conventional CBMs. It was decided that separate meetings of the
Expert Level Groups on Nuclear and Conventional CBMs will be held to
discuss implementation and strengthening of the existing CBMs and sug-
gest additional mutually acceptable steps that could build greater trust and
confidence between the two countries, thereby contributing to peace and
security. The dates for the meetings of Expert Level Groups will be deter-
mined through diplomatic channels. The Foreign Secretaries noted that
both countries recognize that terrorism poses a continuing threat to peace
and security. They reaffirmed the strong commitment of the two countries to
fight and eliminate terrorism in an effective and comprehensive manner so
as to eliminate the scourge in all its forms and manifestations. The Foreign
Secretaries had a comprehensive exchange of views on the issue of
Jammu & Kashmir and agreed to continue discussions in a purposeful and
forward looking manner with the view to finding a peaceful solution by
narrowing divergences and building convergences. Both sides recognized
the need to strengthen the existing Cross-LoC CBMs for streamlining the
arrangements to facilitate travel and trade across LOC. They decided to
convene a meeting of the Working Group on Cross-LoC CBMs on July 19,
2012 in Islamabad to recommend steps for strengthening and streamlining
and effectively implementing the existing trade and travel arrangements
and propose modalities for introducing additional cross LoC CBMs. Both
sides underlined the importance of greater people to people contacts and
friendly exchanges in building a relationship of trust and friendship between
the two countries. They noted that the text of a revised bilateral Visa Agree-
ment has already been finalized and decided to work for its early signing.
They emphasized the importance of greater parliamentary exchanges;
promotion of cooperation in various fields including facilitating visits to
Religious Shrines and cessation of hostile propaganda against each
other. The Foreign Secretaries also emphasized the need to promote media
and sports contacts. During his visit the Foreign Secretary of Pakistan will
be calling on Minister of External Affairs of India, Shri S.M. Krishna and
National Security Adviser Shri Shivshankar Menon. The Foreign Secretaries
will meet again in Islamabad, on a date to be decided through diplomatic
channels, to prepare for the meeting of the External Affairs/ Foreign Minis-
ters in September 2012. 
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Former Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat may have been poisoned. That
is the astonishing conclusion of a new
Al Jazeera report.
Arafat died on November 11, 2004, just
a few weeks after falling ill. The long-
time Palestinian leader had earlier
been flown from his West Bank head-
quarters to a military hospital in Paris,
where he spent his last days in a
coma.
According to the Al Jazeera report,
Arafat was in good health until his
condition suddenly deteriorated. In
addition, tests conducted by the Institut
de Radiophysique in Lausanne, Swit-
zerland, may suggest that the 75-year-
old leader was poisoned. Scientists in
Lausanne say they found abnormal
levels of polonium on Arafat's final
belongings.
"I can confirm to you that we measured
an unexplained, elevated amount of
unsupported polonium-210 in the
belongings of Mr. Arafat that contained
stains of biological fluids," Dr. Francois
Bochud, the director of the institute.
The most famous case of polonium
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poisoning was the death of former
Russian spy Alexander Litvinenko. The
43-year-old dissident died in 2006 after
having been poisoned with radioactive
isotope polonium-210, the New York
Times explains.
AFP notes that French officials never
revealed the precise cause of Arafat's
death because of privacy laws.
What is Polonium 210?
The widow of the late Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat wants his body
exhumed. This, after tests reportedly
found Polonium 210, a radioactive
substance, on some of the last clothes
that Arafat wore. Polonium is a chemi-
cal element with the symbol Po and
atomic number 84, discovered in 1898
by Marie and Pierre Curie. A rare and
highly radioactive element with no
stable isotopes, polonium is chemically
similar to bismuth and tellurium, and it
occurs in uranium ores.
210Po is an alpha emitter that has a
half-life of 138.4 days; it decays di-
rectly to its stabledaughter isotope,
206Pb. A milligram of 210Po emits
about as many alpha particles per

second as 5 grams of 226Ra. A few
curies (1 curie equals 37
gigabecquerels, 1 Ci = 37 GBq) of

210Po emit a blue glow which is
caused by excitation of surrounding air.

Egypt’s newly elected President
Mohammed Mursi, a former member
of the Muslim Brotherhood, still figures
on a travel ban list which prevents him
from leaving the country as a member
of the Islamist group.Despite winning
Egypt’s first presidential polls after the
popular uprising which toppled long-
time president Hosni Mubarak, 60-
year-old Mursi’s name was not re-
moved from the lists of people banned
from leaving the country.”The name
Mohammed Mursi is still on the travel
ban lists in all Egyptian airports and
harbours as a member of the Muslim
Brotherhood,” the Al-Arabiya
reported.The president will need to file
a lawsuit to have his name removed
from the travel ban lists, the paper
said.However, the fact that he is still
officially banned from traveling is not
expected to hinder Mursi from making
international trips as the country’s
president, it said.Iran has invited Mursi
to a summit of Non-Aligned Movement
nations to be held in Tehran in late
August.Mursi has expressed his keen-
ness to attend the summit.Travel bans
constituted one of several ways the
Mubarak regime used to put pressure
on Islamists, particularly the outlawed
Muslim Brotherhood.According to the
Egyptian Passports Authority, the total
number of Egyptians whose names are
placed on travel ban or on watch lists
had reached 21,000 in March 2012.A
large number of Muslim Brotherhood
members were on the travel ban lists,
including group’s Supreme Guide
Mohammed Badei, Mahdi Akef and
Deputy Chairman of the Freedom and
Justice Party Essam al-Erian.Mursi
was detained twice in 2006 and 2011
and put under house arrest during the
previous regime.
President Barack Obama has invited
Egypt's newly elected Islamist presi-
dent, Mohamed Mursi, to visit the
United States in September, an Egyp-
tian official said on Sunday, reflecting
the new ties Washington is cultivating
with the region's Islamists.
Washington, long wary of Islamists and
an ally of ousted President Hosni
Mubarak, shifted policy last year to
open formal contacts with the Muslim
Brotherhood, the group behind Mursi's
win. Mursi formally resigned from the
group after his victory.
Mursi's success at the polls mirrors the
rising influence of Islamists in countries
across the Middle East and North
Africa in the wake of revolts and
protests against autocratic rulers who
have led the region for decades.
"President Obama extended an invita-
tion to President Mursi to visit the
United States when he attends the
U.N. General Assembly in September,"
Egyptian aide Yasser Ali said after
Mursi met U.S. Deputy Secretary of
State William Burns in Cairo.
Burns, who did not mention the invita-
tion at a news conference earlier,
pledged U.S. support for Egypt's
battered economy and said he wel-
comed Mursi's promise to uphold
international treaties, which include a
peace deal with Israel.
"We have taken careful note and
appreciated President Mursi's public
statements about a commitment to

international obligations and we cer-
tainly attach great importance to
Egypt's continuing role as a force for
peace," Burns said.
Israel has watched with growing con-
cern the political gains of the Brother-
hood, an inspiration for the Palestinian
militant group Hamas. The 84-year-old
Brotherhood renounced violence as a
means to achieve political change in
Egypt decades ago.
Analysts say that one way the United
States could influence the direction of
policy in Egypt, a nation at the heart of
Washington's regional policy since a
peace treaty was signed with Israel in
1979, would be through economic
support.
Washington provides $1.3 billion a
year in military aid as well as other
assistance and could help mobilize
other donors, lenders and investors.
Those could prove vital as Egypt tries
to stave off a balance of payments and
budget crisis.
"The United States is firmly committed
to doing everything that we can to
support Egypt's economic revival. We
understand the challenges that lie
ahead and also the president does,"
Burns told reporters after his two-hour
meeting with Mursi.
Burns, whose trip precedes a visit to
Egypt on July 14 by U.S. Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton, said he had
discussed a $3.2 billion loan package
that Cairo has been negotiating with
the International Monetary Fund.
"We talked in general terms about the
value of moving ahead with the IMF in
the interest of Egypt, trying to work out
an equitable agreement that addresses
Egypt's concerns and needs," he said.
He said the IMF package "can produce
not only much needed resources but
also sends an important positive signal
to investors and donors and Egyptians
as they move ahead on economic
revival."
Egypt's President Mohammed Mursi
has ordered parliament to reconvene,
a month after it was dissolved.
Mr Mursi, whose Muslim Brotherhood
won most seats, said the chamber
should reconvene until a new election
is held.
The military had enforced a court order
last month dissolving parliament be-
cause party members had contested
seats reserved for independents.
The challenges facing Egypt's new
president
The new Egyptian President,
Mohammed Mursi, faces immense
challenges on the domestic front,
having inherited a politically divided
country with a heavy legacy of corrup-
tion, poverty, rampant unemployment
and security problems.
Externally, Egypt's new leader will also
encounter a number of serious chal-

lenges, the most prominent of which
are relations with Israel, the US and
Iran. Here is a look at some of the
most pressing issues.
National reconciliation
The Mursi-Shafiq battle in the runoff
has left Egypt politically divided, as
reflected in Mursi's narrow victory.
More than 12 million voters decided
to support Mubarak's last prime
minister. This represents a challenge

to Mr Mursi who will now have to
embark on serious steps towards
national reconciliation.
Building bridges with those who voted
against him, particularly liberals and
Copts, appears to be an immediate
priority.
"No-one can run a country while know-
ing that half of the country is not with
him," political analyst Hasan Abu-Talib
told Nile News TV on 24 June.
In this context, Mr Mursi will also have
to dissociate himself from the Muslim
Brotherhood and prove that he is
indeed "a president for all Egyptians".
Relations with the military
Relations with the Supreme Council of
the Armed Forces (Scaf) will likely be a
thorny issue for Mr Mursi.
The military have limited some of the
new president's powers
As the presidential runoff started, the
Scaf issued a supplementary constitu-
tional declaration which has cut down
much of the president's powers.
The Scaf has given to itself temporary
legislative powers following the disso-
lution of parliament, and has secured
complete control over all army affairs,
including the defence budget, the
appointment of commanders and the
extension of their service.
The president can declare war, but
only after the approval of the Scaf.
Under the new declaration, the Scaf
will also form a new constituent assem-
bly, should the current one be
scrapped by the court looking into
lawsuits filed against it.
Security and economy
On the domestic front, Mr Mursi has
two equally important issues on his
plate: security and the economy.
Despite a recent slight improvement,
public security has deteriorated since
the 25 January revolution. There has
been a rise in killings, abductions and
car theft, amid widespread possession
of weapons.
Also, working with the security appara-
tus that has for decades clamped
down on his group will be a difficult
challenge for the new president.
Equally challenging is the domestic
economy. More than 40% of Egyptians
live below the poverty line. The
country's economic situation has
generally worsened since the revolu-
tion.
The withdrawal of investments, the
closure of a large number of factories
and persistent strikes in various sec-
tors have taken their toll on the
economy.
More than half of Egypt's foreign
reserves have already been eroded.
The Gulf Co-operation Council
There is tension between the Muslim
Brotherhood and the Gulf Co-operation
Council (pictured)
Prior to Mr Mursi's victory, concern had

been voiced in Egypt that a win for the
Muslim Brotherhood's candidate could
have a negative effect on relations with
the Gulf as some states there may not
be happy about a Brotherhood candi-
date being at the helm.
In March, statements by Muslim Broth-
erhood spokesman Mahmud Ghuzlan
caused tensions with the United Arab
Emirates and other Gulf states.
Mr Ghuzlan was reported to have
made hostile remarks about the UAE
after Dhahi Khalfan, the Dubai police
chief, said he would ask Interpol to
issue a warrant to arrest well-known
cleric Yusuf al-Qaradawi. Al-Qaradawi
had accused the UAE of deporting
Syrian activists and their families from
the Gulf state.
The Gulf Co-operation Council spokes-
man at the time described Mr
Ghuzlan's remarks as "irresponsible",
as such comments "could impact
relations between Egypt and the rest of
the Arab region."
Following Mr Ghuzlan's statement, Mr
Khalfan also accused Muslim Brother-
hood supporters in the UAE of using
social media to stir up opposition to the
Gulf's ruling elite.
Israel and the US
Relations with Israel and the US are
among the most difficult challenges
facing Mr Mursi.
As a pragmatist, he will likely be keen
to respect the peace treaty with Israel
and maintain good relations with the
US and the West.
In his first televised address, he
emphasised that he will honour all
international treaties and agreements
signed by Egypt.
The challenge here will emanate from
the fact that many Egyptians, including
the Muslim Brotherhood itself, used to
accuse the Mubarak regime of being
subordinate to the US. If Mr Mursi does
not visibly change Egypt's policy in this
regard, this will very likely cast a
negative impact on his image at home.
Iran and Africa
Strengthening ties with Iran could
prove unpopular with some of Egypt's
allies
Mr Mursi's stance on Iran is another
important issue. For decades, Egypt's
former governments have steered
clear of opening up relations with Iran.
In recent years, there have been fears
of growing Shia influence in the Arab
world, and attempts to penetrate
Egypt. Although Al-Azhar and the
Salafists in Egypt worry about any Shia
presence in Egypt, the Muslim
Brotherhood's stance on Iran has
always been positive.
Mr Mursi has reportedly told the Iranian
news agency Fars that he is looking
forward to strengthening relations with
Iran "to create a strategic balance in
the region" - although a spokesman for
Mr Mursi denied that he had done an
interview with Fars.
Any efforts by Mr Mursi in this direction
may face opposition at home and have
implications abroad, in the light of the
stance adopted by the US, Israel and
the West against Iran.
Relations with the Nile Basin countries
will be another important task for Mr
Mursi. He will need to build bridges
between Egypt and these states in
order to resolve the issue of sharing
the waters of the Nile. n n n
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Civil Services Main Exam 2011
General Studies Paper – II

Solved
1. Answer any two of the following in

about 250 words each:      20×2= 40

(a) List the Central Asian Republics

and identify those of particular strate-

gic and economic importance to India.

Examine the opportunities and bottle-

necks in enhancing relations with these

countries.

Answer:

Central Asian Republics include

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,

Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan, Al-

though all of them are important for

India from the perspective of trade,

security, energy security, civilisational

link, but the ones particularly important

are Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and

Tajikistan.

Kazakhstan is one of the fastest

growing economies of Central Asia and

a politically stable nation. India has

signed civil nuclear agreement with

Kazakhstan and agreed to give India a

foothold in the oil rich Caspian through

Satapayev block. Central Asian repub-

lics are important to India for its energy

security (vast reserves of oil, gas and

radioactive material), a potential mar-

ket for its growing trade, strategically

vital to safeguard India’s interest in

Central Asia, West Asia and Africa.

TAPI gas pipeline agreement signed

recently involving Turkmenistan prom-

ises to address some of India’s energy

needs through supply of natural gas.

Central Asian Republic are also poten-

tial markets for export of Indian phar-

maceuticals, IT services, entertainment

services etc.

These nation are also part of regional

groupings like SCO which will play

crucial role in regional stability and

prosperity in Asia and hence in the

world.

On the flip side of it, some of these

nations are not politically stable, lack

vibrant democracy, and are marred by

ethnic clashes which make it difficult

for the businesses to operate. Lack of

infrastructure and land connectivity

also places obstacles in the smooth

business activity. The same product

that would take more than a month to

reach these nations from India can be

obtained within a week from China,

Turkey or Europe. Terrorism emanating

from the Central Asian region like from

Fergana valley is another area of

concern and challenge for India.

(b) Critically examine the security and

strategic implications of the so-called

‘string of pearls’ theory for India.

Answer:

String of pearls theory refers to China

building deep water ports in the Indian

Ocean like Gwadar (Pakistan),

Hambantota (Sri Lanka),

Sittwe(Mayanmar), Chittagong

(Bangladesh)  as a part of the strategy

to encircle India. China denies this and

claims that it is not directed against

any nation. It is rather for securing its

energy supplies and sea routes for its

trade.

Several western analysts including

some Indian Defence analyst think

otherwise and claim that it is part of

China’s strategy to contain India in the

event of any future conflict. India is

surrounded by sea from three sides

and a naval dominance of China or

any other nation in Indian Ocean is

certainly a security concern for India.

String of pearls makes China India’s

maritime neighbour and give the

opportunity to China to have a two

front situation against India in case of a

conflict.

Strategically China’s growing indul-

gence with India’s neighbours like Sri

Lanka or Bangladesh through these

ports gives China an extra lever to use

against India. It can be used both as

soft and a hard power to gain strategic

depth inside India’s neighbourhood.

India’s rise on the world stage is

guided mostly by its economic might in

terms of its rising GDP and share in

world trade which depends largely on

the sea routes through which the trade

is conducted. Any dominance on the

sea routes can be used against India’s

growth and thus requires India to take

cognizance of the String of Pearls

strategy by china.

(c) “Compared to the South Asian

Trade Area (SAFTA), the Bay of Ben-

gal Initiative for Multisectoral Technical

and Economic Cooperation Free Trade

Area (BIMSTEC FTA) seems to be

more promising.” Critically evaluate.

Answer:

BIMSTEC was initiated with the goal to

combine the 'Look West' policy of

Thailand and ASEAN with the 'Look

East' policy of India and South Asia. So

it could be explained that BIMSTEC is

a link between ASEAN and SAARC.

BIMSTEC provides a unique link

between South Asia and Southeast

Asia bringing together 1.3 billion

people - 21 percent of the world popu-

lation.

Compared to south Asian free trade

area (SAFTA), the BIMSTEC FTA

seems to be more promising. A deeper

economic integration process within

South Asian Association of Regional

Cooperation (SAARC) sometime

suffers because of political tension

between India and Pakistan. Such

things are less likely to happen in case

of BIMSTEC. It is believed that nego-

tiation under the BIMSTEC umbrella

will be easier than under SAFTA

because all the BIMSTEC members

are purely guided by economic inter-

ests rather than by political interests.

Many countries in SAFTA have less

favorable geographical location in

terms of being land locked and thus

have adverse affect on trade as com-

pared to BIMSTEC nations. BIMSTEC

being a link between South Asia and

South East Asia also opens up vast

opportunities for trade as compared to

SAFTA which is limited to mainly South

Asia.

When compared in terms of their

economic structure, namely, value

addition of services, industry, and

agriculture sector, to gross domestic

product (GDP), BIMSTEC nations have

many similarities. Except in case of

Thailand, the industrial sector consti-

tutes roughly a fourth of GDP in all

countries. All these economies are

predominantly associated with service

related activities. Although majority of

the population still lives in rural areas,

all of these nations are becoming

increasingly urbanised. Geographical

proximity along with similar economic

profile indicates complementarities in

consumption, production, and trading

pattern. All these factors make

BIMSTEC FTA more promising.

2. Answer any three of the following

in about 150 words each:     15×3=36

(a) Subsequent to the Nuclear Supplier

Group (NSG) waiver in 2008, what are

the agreements on nuclear energy that

India has signed with different coun-

tries?

Answer:

Subsequent to NSG waiver India has

signed Civil Nuclear Cooperation with

nine nations and South Korea is the

latest in the list. The NSG waiver

ended nuclear apartheid of almost

three decades for India where world

declined to share any nuclear technol-

ogy and resources with India even for

non military purposes.

India has also incorporated enrichment

and reprocessing agreements with

several nations like Russia and France

after the NSG waiver. Countries have

guaranteed fuel supply to Indian

nuclear reactors which were running

much below their capacity due to lack

of nuclear fuel.

India has also passed legislation on

nuclear liabilities and is progressing

towards ratifying Convention for

Supplementary Convention which will

bring India in line with the international

regime and facilitate nuclear suppliers

of other nations to do business with

India.

(b) Trace the progress of India’s efforts

for a joint counter-terrorism strategy

with China. What are the likely implica-

tions of the recent Xinjiang violence on

these efforts?

Answer:

India and China have completed two

rounds of joint anti terrorism exercise in

2007 and 2008. Although the symbolic

importance of these exercises is

immense, both countries could explore

cooperation in preventive measures

particularly intelligence sharing; and

hotline for critical situations to tackle

the menace of terrorism. The two sides

could consider maximizing their coop-

eration in the field of counter-terrorism

and further consolidating strategic

partnership between the two.

China’s Xinjiang problem is connected

with the network of cross border and

transnational terrorism. Xinjiang is a

case in point of the ethno-religious

separatist problem in the Xinjiang

region.

Even after having such immense

opportunities, India and China defense

cooperation has been stalled due

Chinese policy of stapled visa or denial

of visa for Indian army officers from

Jammu and Kashmir region and the

state of Arunachal Pradesh.

(c) Bring out the importance of the

Small and Medium Enterprises Expo

and Conference held in Dubai last year

for Indian business.

Answer:

The 2010 SME Conference theme was

Meet, discuss, start. Last year’s confer-

ence was designed to provide informa-

tion and assistance to all sizes of small

businesses, as well as to those from

the government who work with them.

The conference created opportunities

for small business owners and entre-

preneurs to network, build alliances,

and learn about new products, services

and trends. Relevant educational

presentations provided participants

with new strategies and tools that can

be put into action.

The conference was important for

Indian business because of following

reasons

• Opportunities for SME

• Strategies to boost the business

environment for SMEs

• Investments and financing SME

growth

• Banking and financial service innova-

tions for SMEs

• Technologies that can help SME

growth

• Women Entrepreneur

Small and Medium Enterprises Expo

and Conference, offered great platform

to small units to promote their brands,

products and services, as well as to

explore business opportunities in the

Middle East and North African markets.

Besides giving a major impetus to

networking activities with other visiting

countries such as Pakistan, Mauritius,

Nigeria and Vietnam, the event offered

Indian SMEs the opportunity to ac-

quaint themselves with the latest

technologies in their industries and

form alliances with international clients.

Indian SMEs from sectors such as

plastic, petrochemicals, garments and

textiles, and art and handicrafts,

among others gained from the partici-

pation at the expo.

(d) What are the salient features of the

political and economic relationship

between India and South Africa?

Answer:

South Africa has emerged as an

important ally for India in recent times.

Apart from having civilisational links

and India’s close support during the

apartheid movement and Mahatma

Gandhi’s proximity with the cause

South Africa is also a symbol of India’s

engagement with the African people

and society.

India and South Africa are part of IBSA

and BRICS. IBSA represents south-

south alliance while BRICS is con-

cerned more with the economic coop-

eration among the member states.

India and South Africa have given

coordinated response in G20 and

WTO. South Africa is an important

destination for investment by the

Inidan Business Community and a joint

CEOs forum has been set up between

the two nations to deepen economic

cooperation and raise the level of

bilateral trade.

The two nations have demanded

reforms of the international institutions,

given coordinated responses in the

climate change negotiations with the

developed nations. They coordinated

and put a joint stand on the issue of

Syria which provided a third alternative

or a middle path in dealing with such

issues of international intervention. The

two nations also have a shared under-

standing of Iran’s nuclear issue.

3. Answer either of the following in

about 250 words:    20

(a) “The causes and implications of the

Jasmine Revolution and its spread are

as much economic in nature as they

are political.” Critically evaluate.

Answer:

The region of West Asia and North

Africa is in a state of flux and going

through a turbulent phase. The ripples

that started in Tunisia from Jasmine

revolution has spread far and wide.

Many regimes like in Egypt and Libya

have fallen since then while some

have been truly shaken like in Syria,

Behrain and Yemen.

The region shares some common

economic and political characteristics

that have resulted in this. These re-

gimes have been more or less dictato-

rial in nature, giving minimum or no

political liberties to its citizens. The

freedom of speech, expression and

movement has been restricted in past

with no credible democracy. Elections

were often rigged and constitutions

manipulated to suit the ruling elite. The

growing reach of media and social

networking sites on the other hand

opened the window for their people to

peep into the outside free world. This

raised their expectations from their

own rulers and also provided a plat-

form to organise protests against the

regimes. Underlying ethnic and sect

tensions against the regimes have also

added fuel to the fire.

Economic reasons like high rate of

unemployment among youth as in case

of Tunisia, and low per capita income

have also resulted in these revolts. The

rulers in these nations have indulged in

lavish life style and amassed treasures

while the fellow citizens were starving

and struggling with poor education,

health and public utilities system. None

of these nations had any proper higher

education system which could ensure

respectable jobs to its youth. Many

countries like Bahrain and Saudi

Arabia have distributed cash and

benefits among its citizens since the

start of Jasmine revolution but that

does not address the systemic reforms

that the people these nations are

demanding.

(b) In the context of the ‘Euro-zone’

debt crisis, examine the proposed ‘six-

pack’ solution. Do you think that this

has a better chance of success than

the earlier stability and growth pact?

Answer:

The six pack solution has been pro-

posed for Euro Zone debt crisis which

threatens to drag the world economy

along with it into yet another full blown

crisis. It is a set of legislative measures

that gives European Commission the

ability to impose sanctions on the

eurozone countries that fail to control

their debt and deficit. The rules are

designed to prevent any future debt

crisis of the present nature and thus

give more sanctioning power to Euro-

pean Commission.

The European parliament will have the

right to call finance ministers from

countries that have been warned to

hearings, while the European semester

provides for the annual assessment of

national budgets. Falsified debt and

deficit statistics can lead to a fine of

0.2 per cent of gross domestic product.

And countries will be obliged to act

pre-emptively to maintain the health of

economies threatened by imbalances

such as a housing-bubble.

The legislation would discourage

member states from evading their

responsibilities to each other to ensure

the stability of the eurozone. The rules

would provide for enhanced monitoring

and surveillance of imbalances like

unemployment, credit growth and

housing bubble etc. This would also

give right signals to the financial

markets about the seriousness of the

EU and its resolve to handle any future

debt crisis.

4. Answer any four of the following in

about 150 words each:     12×4=48

(a) “As regards the increasing rates of

melting of Arctic Sea ice, the interests

of the Arctic Council nations may not

coincide with those of the wider world”.

Explain.

Answer:

The climate change has increased the

rate of melting of the Arctic Sea Ice.

This has increased the access of

earlier hidden oil and gas resources.

Many Arctic countries like Russia,

Denmark, Canada and Iceland have

rushed to claim their sovereignty over

these resources. They see the climate

change as an opportunity to exploit

these hidden resources. They also

provide new opportunities for fishing

and shipping.

Wider world on the other hand is

concerned about the increasing rate of

melting of Arctic Ice as this can

threaten existence of some species,

disturb the water and ocean cycle,

adversely affect global average tem-

perature, and can also lead to loosing

climate history stored in these ice

sheets. This is a ecologically sensitive

area and highly unregulated thus

causes concerns for the world at large.

(b) Is there still a role for the concept of

balance of power in contemporary

international politics? Discuss.

Answer:

The balance of power in the contempo-

rary international politics can be used

not only in terms of one super power

balancing the other or regional balance

of power but also the balance between

hard and soft power. The disintegration

of USSR tilted the balance of power in

favour of America but economic rise of

China has started to threaten the

numero uno position of USA.

Several example of balance of power

in international politics is seen. USA

uses Israel as a tool to balance power

in West Asia. NAM during the cold war

era was used by developing countries

to balance the relationship between

two superpowers. The doctrine that

neighbour’s neighbour is a friend is

seen in several situations like China

having all weather friendship with

Pakistan to balance India. Chinese

allege that USA is using its neighbours

to contain the rise of China.

The growing economic prowess of

emerging economies like India, China,

Brazil and South Africa is being used in

international forums like G20 or WTO

to balance the developed nations.

Thus the concept is very much alive

even though it might have weakened a

bit in the interconnected globalized

world with supra national organisations

like United Nations playing a key role in

international politics.

(c) “Strategic interests seem to be

replacing commercial interests for the

host country with regard to Cam Ranh

bay.” Amplify.

Answer:

Vietnam opened its Cam Ranh Bay

after eight years of its closure. The bay

is in the northeast of Ho Chi Minh City.

It is one of the best deepwater shelters

in Southeast Asia. Ships can stop here

for refuelling or repair. It enjoys a geo

strategic significance as it is located

near to key shipping lanes in the South

China Sea. China’s aggressive policy

in the South China Sea also led to this

decision by Vietnam.

The Bay has been strategically crucial

for great powers like Russia, Japan,

France and USA in the history. Vietnam

had not opened it after Russian with-

drawal in 2002 but the recent claims by

China seems to have led Vietnam to

take this step. Opening of the Bay for

the navies of many nations will indi-

rectly strengthen Vietnam’s claim and

right in the South China Sea and

weaken Chinese position.

(d) To what extent has the withdrawal

of al-Shabab from Mogadishu given

peace a real chance in Somalia?

Assess.

Answer:

Al-Shabab has withdrawn from most

parts of the capital of Somalia but its

fighters still control some areas, includ-

ing Deynile. The Islamist group with-

drew after a government offensive to

retake the city and clear the way for

foreign aid destined for drought and

famine victims. African Union troops

has helped push back the rebels.

Al-Shabab once controlled nearly all of

Mogadishu and still controls large

swaths of central and southern Soma-

lia. The group has tightly controlled the

delivery of aid to famine victims in its

territory, and has banned access for many

international aid agencies. Thus its with-

drawal provides real opportunity for peace

but it also depends on how this opportunity

is utilised by the Somalis government.

Al-Shabab on the other hand has claimed

that the retreat was a strategic move and it

will remain nearby and continue its effort to

topple the United Nations-backed govern-

ment.
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(e) On a Formula-one (F-1) racing car

track, information to drivers is generally

signalled through the standardized use

of flags of different colours. Describe

the meaning associated with any six of

the flags listed below:

(i) White Flag

Answer: When the white flag is waved

by the race marshals, it means the

drivers should immediately slow down,

as it indicates the presence of a safety

car, ambulance or towing truck ahead,

on the track. In this situation, overtak-

ing is strictly prohibited.

(ii) Black Flag

Answer: Once a race marshal waves

the black flag and it attaches the race

number to the car to it that means the

driver is disqualified for the ongoing

race. After seeing the black flag, a

driver must enter the pits within the

next lap and report immediately to the

Clerk of the Course.

(iii) Yellow Flag

Answer: Indicates danger ahead and

overtaking is prohibited. A single

waved yellow flag means slow down, a

double waved yellow warns that the

driver must be prepared to stop if

necessary.

(iv) Blue Flag

Answer: Shown to a driver to indicate

that a faster car is behind him and

trying to overtake. Shown both to

lapped cars and those racing. A lapped

car must allow the faster car past after

seeing a maximum of three blue flags

or risk being penalised.

(v) Black and White Flag divided

diagonally

Answer: Shown with car number to

indicate a warning for unsportsmanlike

behaviour. A black flag may follow if

the driver takes no heed of the warn-

ing.

(vi) Chequered Flag

Answer: This shows that the race has

ended. Shown first to the winner, and

then to every car to cross the line

behind them.

(vii) Yellow and Red Striped Flag

Answer: The track is slippery. This

usually warns of oil or water on the

track.

5. Comment on any thirteen of the

following in about 50 words each:

5×13=65

(a) International Year of Chemistry

Answer: The United Nations declared

2011 to be the International Year of

Chemistry. The year 2011 marks the

100th anniversary of the founding of

the International Association of Chemi-

cal Societies, as well as the year

Madame Marie Curie won the Nobel

Prize – which celebrates the contribu-

tions of women to science. The Year

hopes to promote the appreciation of

chemistry in meeting world needs and

the future development of chemistry.

(b) The scourge of e-waste

Answer: e-waste constitutes of used,

obsolete, and end of life cycle electron-

ics product which if disposed in an

unscientific manner can lead to pollu-

tion of air, water and soil. Acid bath,

land fill and burning are used for the

disposal of e-waste leading to pollution

through heavy metals (like cadmium,

mercury, and nickel) poly vinyl chloride

and poly chlorinated biphenyl. e-waste

is from developed countries is being

dumped to developing countries

causing large scale health hazards.

(c) Designer poultry eggs

Answer: Designer eggs are for beauty

conscious consumers, as well as

persons affected with diabetes and

heart-disease. It will be bacteria-free,

rich in protein and high on calorific

value. The designer eggs are produced

through a scientific method adopted for

nurturing the layer with the right feed

so that they lay high quality eggs. The

composition of the feed leads to the

desired composition of the eggs.

(d) INSPIRE programme of the Depart-

ment of Science and Technology

Answer: Innovation in Science Pursuit

for Inspired Research (INSPIRE)" is an

innovative programme sponsored and

managed by the Department of Sci-

ence & Technology for attraction of

talent to Science. The basic objective

of INSPIRE is to communicate to the

youth of the country the excitements of

creative pursuit of science, attract

talent to the study of science at an

early age and thus build the required

critical human resource pool for

strengthening and expanding the

Science & Technology system and

R&D base.

(e) The Kessler syndrome with refer-

ence to space debris

Answer: The Kessler Syndrome is a

future scenario when the amount of

space junk reaches a high enough

density that each collision will produce

sufficient fragments that generate a

slow cascade effect; producing more

collisions and debris, eventually caus-

ing our species to become incapable of

launching space craft. It was first

proposed in 1978 by Donald J. Kessler

when debris that accumulates in space

is increasing faster than what debris

falls out of orbit and burns up.

(f) Omega-3 fatty acids in our food

Answer: Omega-3 fatty acids are

polyunsaturated fats found naturally in

oily fish, nuts, seeds, and leafy green

vegetables. Omega-3 fatty acids are

thought to protect against heart dis-

ease, inflammation, and certain types

of cancer, diabetes, Alzheimer’s dis-

ease, and macular degeneration (a

leading cause of vision loss). Omega-3

fatty acids are critical for proper brain

development and neurological function

in developing babies, too.

(g) Difference between ‘spin-drying’

and ‘tumble-drying’ technology with

reference to drying of washed clothes

Answer: Spin drying technology for

drying washed clothes saves time as

the high speed and RPM (revolutions

per minute) allows the clothes to get rid

of water quickly due to centrifugal

force. Tumble drying technology on the

other hand works mainly on the heated

air being passed through the clothes to

dry them up. Heat and not spinning

speed is used to dry the clothes

through this technology.

(h) The admonishing population of

vultures

Answer: The vulture population has

been declining which was a cause of

concern. Use of diclofenac with the

cattle population is partly responsible

for this decline. Bombay Natural His-

tory Society has taken up conservation

and awareness efforts which have

positively impacted the vulture popula-

tion. Vulture breeding centres are set

up in Pinjore(Haryana), Rani forest

(Assam) to arrest the declining popula-

tion. The slender billed, white backed

vultures are among the endangered

species.

(i) ‘Arsenic-bug’ and the significance of

its discovery

Answer: NASA-supported researchers

have discovered the first known micro-

organism on Earth able to thrive and

reproduce using the toxic chemical

arsenic. The microorganism, which

lives in California's Mono Lake, substi-

tutes arsenic for phosphorus in the

backbone of its DNA and other cellular

components. Carbon, hydrogen,

nitrogen, oxygen, phosphorus and

sulfur are the six basic building blocks

of all known forms of life on Earth. This

finding will alter biology textbooks and

expand the scope of the search for life

beyond Earth.

(j) F-22 ‘Raptor’ aircraft

Answer: Developed by Lockheed

Martin/Boeing, the F-22A Raptor is a

supersonic, dual-engine fighter jet. The

F-22 is designed for stealth,

supercruise speed and super-agility.

It is a fifth generation aircraft. . It has

additional capabilities that include

ground attack, electronic warfare, and

signals intelligence roles. It lost the

Indian bid to Eurofighter and French

Rafale recently.

(k) ‘Concentrated’ solar energy and’

photovoltaic’ solar energy

Answer: Concentrating solar power

(CSP) technologies use mirrors to

reflect and concentrate sunlight onto

receivers that collect the solar energy

and convert it to heat. This thermal

energy can then be used to produce

electricity via a steam turbine or heat

engine driving a generator.Photovoltaic

solar energy is method of converting

solar energy into electrical energy

using photovoltaic cells having semi-

conductors that exhibit photoelectric

effects. Photovoltaic cells could use

any of the semiconductors like silicon,

selenium, gallium.

(l) Analog hybrid and IP systems in

CCTV technology

Answer: Monitoring and surveillance

applications were traditionally done by

analog CCTV technology.  Analog

CCTV systems are generally mainte-

nance intensive, offer no remote

accessibility, and are notoriously

difficult to integrate with other systems.

IP systems in CCTV technology gets

rid of these obstacles.  It provides ease

of use, advanced search capabilities,

simultaneous record and playback, no

image degradation, improved compres-

sion and storage, and integration

potential. IP CCTV technology allows

us to take advantage of  many new

technologies like LAN, Broadband,

VPN etc.

(m) Various applications of Kevlar

Answer: Originally developed as a

replacement for steel in radial tires,

Kevlar is now used in a wide range of

applications.  The Kevlar tire technol-

ogy has been applied to aeroplane,

car, racing vehicle and truck tires.

Some components of Kevlar are used

in an array of rackets, such as tennis,

badminton and squash rackets. Ca-

noes and kayaks were also improved

when Kevlar technology was applied

there.

(n) Differences between Compact Disc

(CD), Digital Versatile Disc (DVD) and

Blu-ray Disc.

Answer: The Compact Disc is an

optical disc used to store digital data. A

DVD is an optical disc storage media

format, developed by Philips, Sony,

Toshiba, and Panasonic. DVDs offer

higher storage capacity than Compact

Discs while having the same dimen-

sions.  Blu-ray Disc is an optical disc

storage medium designed to super-

sede the DVD format. The plastic disc

is 120 mm in diameter and 1.2 mm

thick, the same size as DVDs and CDs.

Blu-ray Discs contain 25 GB per layer.

Blue ray gets its name from the blue

laser used to read the data. It allows

information to be stored at a greater

density as compared to red laser being

used in DVD.

6. Comment on the following in

about 50 words each:    5×5=25

(a) Functions of the World Customs

Organisation (WCO)

Answer: The World Customs Organiza-

tion is the only intergovernmental

organisation exclusively focused on

Customs matters. WCO is recognised

as the voice of the global Customs

community. It works in the areas

covering the development of global

standards, the simplification and

harmonisation of Customs procedures,

trade supply chain security, the facilita-

tion of international trade, the en-

hancement of Customs enforcement

and compliance activities, anti-counter-

feiting and piracy initiatives, public-

private partnerships, integrity promo-

tion, and sustainable global Customs

capacity building programmes.

(b) Success of international interven-

tion of Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast)

Answer: UN Security council had

authorised the intervention in Cote

d’Ivoire to end the standoff created by

the Gbagbo who had refused to give

power after defeat in Presidential

elections.  UN peacekeeping French

forces intervened and the intervention

in Côte d'Ivoire worked. Within a week,

former president Laurent Gbagbo, who

had refused to accept defeat in an

election and plunged his country into a

steadily escalating spiral of violence

and repression, was in custody, and

within two weeks the majority of his

forces had surrendered or rallied to the

new President's side.

(c) Strategic adopted by Colombia to

eliminate its drug cartels

Answer: Columbia has adopted a

comprehensive strategy to eliminate

drug cartels which involves reducing or

eliminating corruption from the police

force, judiciary and all the drug en-

forcement agencies. Several opera-

tions involving undercover agents were

also undertaken to expose the financial

network used by the drug mafia for

money laundering. Columbia is also

making international efforts to have a

coordinated response to the menace of

drug trafficking.

(d) World Food Programme (WFP) of

the United Nations (UN)

Answer: WFP is the United Nations

frontline agency in the fight against

global hunger. WFP is the food aid arm

of the United Nations system. Food aid

is one of the many instruments that

can help to promote food security. The

policies governing the use of World

Food Programme food aid is oriented

towards the objective of eradicating

hunger and poverty. The ultimate

objective of food aid is the elimination

of the need for food aid.

(e) Sculpture of the broken chair in

front of the UN building at Geneva

Answer: Sculpture of the broken chair

symbolises opposition to land mines

and cluster bombs, and acts as a

reminder to politicians and others

visiting Geneva. The sculpture was

erected by Handicap International and

is a work by the Swiss artist Daniel

Berset.

7. Why each of the following been in

the news recently? (each answer in

a sentence or two only);     2×10=20

(a) Tiangong – 1

Answer: It is a Chinese space labora-

tory module,and is an experimental

testbed to demonstrate the rendezvous

and docking capabilities needed to

support a space station complex.

(b) K-computer

Answer: It is a supercomputer pro-

duced by Fujitsu at the RIKEN Ad-

vanced Institute for Computational

Science campus in Kobe, Japan. The

K computer is based on distributed

memory architecture.

(c) Gliese 581 g

Answer: It is a hypothetical extrasolar

planet of the red dwarf star Gliese 581,

in the constellation of Libra. It is the

sixth planet discovered in the Gliese

581 planetary system and the fourth in

order of increasing distance from the

star.

(d) MABEL robot

Answer: It is believed to be the world’s

fastest bipedal robot with knees. It is built with funding from the National Science

Foundation and the Defence Advanced Research Projects Agency, USA.

(e) Operation Shady Rat

Answer: It is referred to the series of cyber attacks starting from mid 2006. It is

characterized by McAfee as a five year targeted operation by one specific actor.

It refers to targeting of several athletic organisations around the time of Summer

2008 Olympics.

(f) SAGA-220

Answer: It is the fastest super computer of India developed by ISRO. Its speed is

220 teraflops.

(g) Billion Acts of Green

Answer: The goal of Billion Acts of Green campaign is to reach a billion acts of

environmental service and advocacy before Rio +20 to be held in 2012.

(h) L’Aquila earthquake

Answer: Six scientists have been accused for manslaughter over the 2009

L’Aquila earthquake. Prosecutors allege the defendants gave a falsely reassur-

ing statement before the quake after studying hundreds of tremors that had

shaken the city.

(i) OPERA detector at Gran Sasso

Answer: Oscillation Project with Emulsion-Racking Apparatus is an experiment to

detect neutrinos. OPERA researchers have observed muon neutrinos travelling

apparently at faster than the speed of light.

(j) Saturn’s Titan

Answer: Titan is the largest moon of Saturn and the second largest moon in the

solar system. It is the only natural satellite known to have a dense atmosphere.

8. Why have the following been in the news recently? (each answer in a

sentence or two only):     2×5=10

(a) ‘News International’ newspaper

Answer: News International is the UK arm of Murdoch's global News Corp empire

and publishes four British newspapers: the Times, the Sunday Times, the Sun

and the News of the World, as well as the weekly Times Literary Supplement.

(b) Mustafa Abdul-Jalil

Answer: He is the Chairman of the National Transitional Council of Libya, and as

such serves as head of state in Libya's caretaker government which was formed

as a result of the 2011 Libyan civil war.

(c) Abel Kirui

Answer: Kenya's Abel Kirui is a marathon runner who retained his world champi-

onships title in emphatic fashion, recording the largest winning margin in champi-

onship history.

(d) Natalie Portman

Answer: She is a hollywood actress who has won the Oscar for the best actress

for her performance in the movie Black Swan.

(e) Nawaf Salam

Answer: He is a Lebanese diplomat, academic, and jurist. He is currently serving

as Lebanon's Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the United Nations

in New York.

9. (a) List the requisites of a good table: Present the following in a suitable

tabular form:     5

In 1980 out of a total of 1750 workers of a factory, 1200 were members of a

union. The number of women employed was 200 of which 175 did not belong to

the union. In 1985 the number of union workers increased to 1580 of which 1290

were men. On the other hand the number of non-union workers fell down to 208

of which 180 were men. In 1990 there were 1800 employees who belonged to

the union and 50 who did not belong to the union. Of all the employees in 1990,

300 were women of which only 8 did not belong to the union.

Answer:

Male Female

Union Non Union Union Non Union

1980 1175 375 25 175

1985 1290 180 290 28

1990 1508 42 292 8

(b) Draw an ogive for the following distribution. Read the median from the graph.

How many students get between 60 and 72?

Marks No. Of Students

50-55 6

55-60 10

60-65 22

65-70 30

70-75 16

75-80 12

80-100 15

(c) From the following data calculate the missing frequency:    4

No. of tablets No. of Persons cured

4-8 11

8-12 13

12-16 16

16-20 14

20-24 ?

24-28 9

28-32 17

32-36 6

36-40 4

The average number of tablets to cure fever was 19.9

Answer:

No. of tablets Middle Point No. of Persons cured Product

4-8 6 11 66

8-12 10 13 130

12-16 14 16 224

16-20 18 14 252

20-24 22 x 22x

24-28 26 9 234

28-32 30 17 510

32-36 34 6 204
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WWWWWimbimbimbimbimbledon Openledon Openledon Openledon Openledon Open

GrGrGrGrGrand Slam 2012and Slam 2012and Slam 2012and Slam 2012and Slam 2012
The 2012 Wimbledon Championships took place at the All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club in Wimbledon, London, United Kingdom, from 25 June to 8 July
2012. It was the 126th edition of the championships, and the third Grand Slam tournament of the year. It was played on grass courts and was part of the ATP World
Tour, the WTA Tour, the ITF Junior Tour and the NEC Tour. The championships were organised by the All England Lawn Tennis Club and the International Tennis
Federation.

WWWWWinnerinnerinnerinnerinnersssss
Men's singles
Roger Federer def.  Andy Murray, 4–6, 7–5, 6–3, 6–4.
It was Federer's 5th title of the year and 1st Grand Slam title of the year. It was his 7th Wimbledon title, 17th
Grand Slam title and 75th career title. With the win, Federer also regained the World No. 1 ranking. In both cases,
he equalled Pete Sampras' record of seven Wimbledon titles and his record of 286 weeks as World No.1;
Federer will officially break the latter record solely from 16 July.
Women's singles
Serena Williams def.  Agnieszka Radwanska, 6–1, 5–7, 6–2
It was Williams' 14th career Grand Slam title, and her 5th Wimbledon title.
Men's doubles
Jonathan Marray /  Frederik Nielsen def.  Robert Lindstedt /  Horia Tecau, 4–6, 6–4, 7–6(7–5), 6–7(5–7), 6–3
Women's doubles
Serena Williams /  Venus Williams def.  Andrea Hlavácková /  Lucie Hradecká, 7–5, 6–4
This was the Williams Sisters' 13th Grand Slam title.
Mixed doubles
Mike Bryan /  Lisa Raymond def.  Leander Paes /  Elena Vesnina, 6–3, 5–7, 6–4

HistorHistorHistorHistorHistory y y y y of Wimbledon
Wimbledon, or simply Wimbledon (25 June – 8 July in 2012), is the oldest tennis tournament in the world, and
widely considered to be the biggest and the most prestigious. It has been held at the All England Club in
Wimbledon, London since 1877. It is one of the four Grand Slam tennis tournaments, the other three Majors
being the Australian Open, French Open and US Open. Wimbledon is the only Major still played on grass, the
game's original surface, which gave the game its original name of "lawn tennis". The tournament takes place over
two weeks in late June and early July, culminating with the Ladies' and Gentlemen's Singles Final, scheduled respectively for the second Saturday and Sunday.
Each year, five major events are contested, as well as four junior events and three invitational events.
The hard court (Plexicushion) Australian Open and clay court French Open precede Wimbledon in the calendar year. The hard court (DecoTurf) US Open follows.
For men, the grass court Queen's Club Championships, also in London, as well as the Gerry Weber Open in Halle, Germany, serve as warm-up events. For women,
the AEGON Classic in Birmingham and 2 joint events, the UNICEF Open in 's-Hertogenbosch, Netherlands and the Eastbourne International serve as warm-up
events to Wimbledon.
Wimbledon traditions include a strict dress code for competitors, the eating of strawberries and cream by the spectators, and Royal patronage. The tournament is
also notable for the absence of sponsor advertising around the courts. Rolex sponsors the scoreboard on many courts along with the official Wimbledon clock and
IBM sponsors the "Speed of Serve" meter on show courts. In 2009, Wimbledon's Centre Court was fitted with a retractable roof to prevent rain delaying and inter-
rupting Centre Court matches during the tournament.
The All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club is a private club founded in 1868, originally as 'The All England Croquet Club'. Its first ground was situated off
Worple Road, Wimbledon. In 1876, lawn tennis, a game devised by Major Walter Clopton Wingfield a year or so earlier and originally called 'Sphairistike', was added
to the activities of the club. In the spring of 1877, the club was re-titled 'The All England Croquet and Lawn Tennis Club' and signalled its change of name by institut-
ing the first Lawn Tennis Championship. A new code of laws (replacing the code until then administered by the Marylebone Cricket Club) was drawn up for the event.
Today's rules are similar except for details such as the height of the net and posts and the distance of the service line from the net.
The Gentlemen's Singles, which opened on 9 July 1877, was the first event held; it was won by Spencer Gore, an old Harrovian rackets player, from a field of 22.
About 200 spectators paid one shilling each to watch the final.
The lawns at the ground were arranged so that the principal court was located in the middle with the others arranged around it; hence the title 'Centre Court', which
was retained when the Club moved in 1922 to the present site in Church Road, although not a true description of its location. However, in 1980 four new courts were
brought into commission on the north side of the ground, which meant the Centre Court was once more correctly defined. The opening of the new No. 1 Court in
1997 emphasised the description.
By 1882, activity at the club was almost exclusively confined to lawn tennis and that year the word 'croquet' was dropped from the title. However, for sentimental
reasons, it was restored in 1899 and since then the title has remained The All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club.
In 1884, the All England Club added Ladies' Singles and Gentlemen's Doubles. Ladies' Doubles and Mixed Doubles were added in 1913. Until 1922, the reigning
champion had to play only in the final, against whomever had won through to challenge him/her. As with the other three Grand Slam events, Wimbledon was con-
tested by top-ranked amateur players until the advent of the open era in tennis in 1968. No British man has won the singles event at Wimbledon since Fred Perry in
1936 and no British woman has won the Ladies Singles since Virginia Wade in 1977, although Annabel Croft and Laura Robson won the Girls' Championship in
1984 and 2008, respectively. The Championship was first televised in 1937.

THE ROYAL BOX
The Royal Box has been used for the entertainment of friends and guests of Wimbledon since 1922.
The Royal Box has 74 seats. They are dark green Lloyd Loom wicker chairs.
British and overseas Royal Families are invited as well as heads of government, people from the world
of tennis, commercial partners, British armed forces, prominent media organisations, supporters of
British tennis and other walks of life.
Invitations come from the Chairman of the All England Club, taking into account suggestions from
members of The Championships’ Organising Committee, The Lawn Tennis Association and other
relevant sources.
Guests are invited to the Clubhouse for lunch, tea and drinks at the end of the day.
Protocol - dress is smart, suits/jacket and tie, etc. Ladies are asked not to wear hats, as they tend to
obscure the vision of those seated behind them.
Bowing/Curtseying on Centre Court
In 2003, in accordance with the wishes of HRH The Duke of Kent, the Club’s President, it was agreed
that the time was right to discontinue the tradition of players bowing/curtseying to members of the Royal
family on entering or leaving the Centre Court. The only exceptions will be for HM The Queen and HRH
The Prince of Wales.

Roger Federer : An Introduction
Roger Federer is a Swiss professional tennis player. He is currently ranked World No. 1, having previously held the ATP No. 1 position for a record 237 consecutive

weeks from 2 February 2004 to 18 August 2008. Federer has occupied the No. 1 ranking for 286 overall weeks, equaling the record held by Pete Sampras (who is

slated to be overtaken on July 16, 2012). Federer has won a men's record 17 Grand Slam singles titles. He is one of seven male players to capture the career Grand

Slam (one of four in the Open Era) and one of three (with Andre Agassi and Rafael Nadal) to do so on three different surfaces (clay, grass, and hard courts). He is

the only male player in tennis history to have reached the title match of each Grand Slam tournament at least five times, and is also the only male tennis player in

the Open era to have reached the Wimbledon final eight times (Willie Renshaw and Arthur Gore did so before the challenge round was eliminated in 1922). He has

been in the final at each of the nine ATP Masters 1000 tournaments, a record amongst male tennis players as well. Many sports analysts, tennis critics and former

and current players consider Federer to be the greatest tennis player of all time.

Federer has appeared in an unprecedented 24 career Grand Slam tournament finals, including a men's record ten in a row, and appeared in 18 of 19 finals from the

2005 Wimbledon Championships through to the 2010 Australian Open, the lone exception being the 2008 Australian Open. He holds the record of reaching the

semifinals or better of 23 consecutive Grand Slam tournaments over five and a half years, from the 2004 Wimbledon Championships through the 2010 Australian

Open. At the 2012 Wimbledon Championships, he equalled the male record of seven finals won, reached a record 32nd Grand Slam semi-final, and reached a

record 33rd consecutive Grand Slam quarter-final. He also holds the record for most match wins in Grand Slam tournaments (244).

Federer has won a record six ATP World Tour Finals and 20 ATP World Tour Masters 1000 tournaments. He also won the Olympic gold medal in doubles with his

compatriot Stanislas Wawrinka at the 2008 Summer Olympic Games. He spent eight years (2003–2010) continuously in the top 2 in the year-end rankings and nine

(2003–2011) in the Top 3, also a record among male players. His rivalries with Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic are considered some of the greatest of all time in

the sport and are even considered to be a "Trivalry" between the three. Federer is greatly respected by fans and by fellow players alike as shown by the fact that he

has won the ATPWorldTour.com Fans' Favorite Award a record nine consecutive times (2003–2011) and the Stefan Edberg Sportsmanship Award (which is voted for

by the players themselves) a record seven times (2004–2009, 2011). Federer also won the Arthur Ashe Humanitarian of the Year Award in 2006. In 2011, he was

voted the second most trusted and respected person in the world, second only to Nelson Mandela.

As a result of Federer's successes in tennis, he was named the Laureus World Sportsman of the Year for a record four consecutive years (2005–2008) and in 2012

he topped a list of the "100 greatest tennis players of all time" (male or female) by Tennis Channel. He is often referred to as the Federer Express or abbreviated to

Fed Express, or FedEx, the Swiss Maestro, or simply Maestro.

36-40 38 4 152

1772+22x/90+x = 19.9

1772 +22x =  1791 + 19.9x

2.1x = 19

x = 9

(d) Life-time of 400 tubes tested in a company is distributed as follows:

Life time (hours) No. of tubes

300-399 14

400-499 46

500-599 58

600-699 76

700-799 68

800-899 62

900-999 48

1000-1099 22

1100-1199 6

Determine :  4

(i) Relative frequency of sixth class.

Answer:

See Answer table below

Relative frequency of sixth class is = Frequency of that class/ Total frequency =

62/ 400 = 0.155 = 15.5%

(ii) Percentage of tubes whose life-time does not exceed 600 hours.

Answer:

Percentage of tubes whose life-time does not exceed 600 hours = 29.5% from

table below

(iii) Percentage of tubes whose life time is greater than or equal to 900 hours.

Answer:

Percentage of tubes whose life time is greater than or equal to 900 hours = 19%

from table below

(iv) Percentage of tubes whose life time is at least 500 but less than 1000 hours.

Answer:

Percentage of tubes whose life time is at least 500 but less than 1000 hours =

(Less than 1000 hours – Less than 500 hours) / 400 = (372 – 60)/ 400 = 312/400

= 78%

 Life time

Less than Cumulative Fr Percentage More than Cumulative Fr Per-

centage No. of tubes

299.5-399.5 399.5 14 3.50% 299.5 400.00 100.00% 14

399.5-499.5 499.5 60.00 15.00% 399.5 386.00 96.50% 46

499.5-599.5 599.5 118.00 29.50% 499.5 340.00 85.00% 58

599.5-699.5 699.5 194.00 48.50% 599.5 282.00 70.50% 76

699.5-799.5 799.5 262.00 65.50% 699.5 206.00 51.50% 68

799.5-899.5 899.5 324.00 81.00% 799.5 138.00 34.50% 62

899.5-999.5 999.5 372.00 93.00% 899.5 76.00 19.00% 48

999.5-1099.5 1099.5 394.00 98.50% 999.5 28.00 7.00% 22

1099.5-1199.51199.5 400.00 100.00% 1099.50 6.00 1.50% 6

10. (a) A car travels 25 km at 25 kph, 25 km at 50 kph, and 25 km at 75 kph. Find

the average speed of the car for the entire journey.

Answer:

Distance in km Speed in kph Time taken  in hr = Distance/ Speed

25 25 1.00

25 50 0.50

25 75 0.33

Total 75 1.83

Average Speed in kph Total Distance/ Total Time 40.91

(b) The mean of 200 items was 50. Later on it was found that two items were

wrongly read as 92 and 8 instead of 192 and 88. Find the correct mean.

Answer:

Incorrect Total = 200*50 = 10000

Correct Total = 10000 + (192-92) + (88-8) = 10180

Correct Mean = 10180/ 200 = 50.9

(c) Students were asked how long it took them to walk to school on a particular

morning. A cumulative frequency distribution was formed.

Time taken (minutes) c.f.

<5 28

<10 45

<15 81

<20 143

<25 280

<30 349

<35 374

<40 395

<45 400

(i) Draw a cumulative frequency curve.

(ii) Estimate how many students took less than 18 minutes.

(ii) 6% of students took x minutes or longer. Find x.    6

(d) An investor buys ` 1200 worth of shares in a company each month. During

the first five months he bought the shares at a price of ` 10, ` 12, ` 15, ` 20 and `

24 per share. After 5 months, what is the average price paid for the shares by

him?    4

Answer:

Number of shares in first month = 1200/

10 = 120

Number of shares in second month =

1200/12 = 100

Number of shares in third month = 1200/

15 = 80

Number of shares in fourth month =

1200/20 = 60

Number of shares in fifth month = 1200/

24 = 50

Total number of shares = 410

Total money spent = 1200*5 = 6000

Average price for shares = 6000/ 410

 = 14.6


